Evans: Denktash impeding settlement 

NICOSIA (AP) — Australian Foreign Minister Gareth Evans Mamed 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash Saturday for the lack of progress in 
efforts to reunite war -divftfcd Cyprus. Australia supports the set of ideas 
(ueseflttd by U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali as a basis Tor solving 
the conflict. Mr. Evans told the official Cyprus News Agency in an 
interview. Mr. Evans arrived Friday on a two-day visit to inspect a 
2D-fljember Australian police contingent attached to the United Nations 
peace force in Cyprus. He also was meeting with Cyprus officials. "We are 
very disappointed that negotiations of the last months have not been 
productive. Mr. Evans said refermng to the inconclusive end of 
U.N.-sponsored talks in New York in November between Mr. Denktash 
and Cyprus President George Vassiliou. "We are particularly dis- 
appointed with Mr. Denktash who seemed unwilling to accept the set of 
ideas as a basis for serious negotiations,'* he said. While Mr. Vassiliou has 
«“P« “ incorporated in Iasi November's Security Council 

Resolution 789. both Mr. Denktash and the Turkish government rejected 
them. Mr. Evans said that he emerged from talks with Turkish officials in 
Ankara last year convinced that "they were genuinely trying to achieve a 
solution to the problem.” “ 
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Craxi proclaims his innocence 

ROME (R) — Former Prime Minister Bet lino Craxi. proclaiming his 
innocence of all corruption charges, said Saturday hr was the victim of the 
worst political persecution in Italy's post-war history. But hr kept up the 
political suspense as to whether or not he would siep down as Socialist 
leader despite the huge pressure on him to resign from both inside and 
outside his party, “ii is difficult to find precedents in the history of our 
republic — and even beyond — for the campaign of personal and political 
aggression against me." Mr. Craxi said. The embattled Socialist leader 
called a news conference to answer a 123-page case against him by Milan 
magistrates who want 10 try him for corruption, hut stormed out 
immediately after reading a long personal defence. When he was asked 
the one question that has kept his own party and Italy's political 
establishment guessing for a month — whether or not he would give up 
the Socialist leadership — Mr. Craxi simply refused to answer.' Milan 
magistrates last week formally asked parliament to lift Mr. Craxi’s 
immunity from prosecution. He’ has been told he faces possible charges of 
corruption, receiving Stolen goods and breaking the law on political party 
funding. 
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Musa due in Israel 

CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak has said he was rending 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa to Israel 
Sunday to discuss the problem of 
Palestinian evictees, the state-run 
Middle East News Agency reported. 
It said Mr. Mubarak made the disclo- 
sure to a group of French and Arab 
journalists in an interview conducted 
in Cairo Saturday. The agency gave 
no further details but a senior govern- 
ment official said earlier Saturday 
that the visit will last for one day. A 
Foreign Minister statement issued la- 
ter said Mr. Musa will pay a short 
working visit to Israel for talks with 
Israeli leaders on the Middle East 
peace process and the evictees issue. 

1 Honecker leaves 
Santiago hospital 

SANTIAGO (AP) — Erich Hon- 
ecker left a Santiago clinic in a 
wheelchair late Friday although 
doctors said the condition of the 
former East German ruler "is 
quite more complicated" than 
originally thought. Doctor Sergio 
Vaisman, deputy director of Las 
Condes Clinic, said the decision 
to allow the 80-year-old unrepen- 
tant communist to leave was 
taken at the request of his family. 
Mr. Honecker, in the same blue 
suit and gray hat he wore when he 
arrived here Thursday from Ger- 
many, looked relaxed and smiled 
broadly as he was wheeled to a 
watting automobile sorrounded 

* by relatives and security guards. 

UNHCR inspects 
Saudi camps 

RIYADH (AP) — Sadako Oga- . 
ta. the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), arrived 
Saturday to inspect camps hous- 
ing more than 30,000 Iraqis who 
fled their country during or after 
the Gulf 'war. During her stay, 
she will visit the sprawling camps 
ar Rafha and Artiwiya, close to 
the Saudi-Iraqi border, and dis- 
cuss their situation with Saudi 
officials, U.N. officials said. The 
refugees are mainly Shiite Mus- 
lims from southern Iraq who 
sought safety across the border 
after Iraqi soldiers crushed a 
Shiite rebellion in the wake of the 
Gulf war in 1991. The refugees 
also include a number of Iraqi 
soldiers who deserted or surren- 
dered to the coalition forces dur- 
ing the war and later refused to 
return to their country. About 
15,000 of the refugees are trying 
to get clearance to emigrate to 
other countries. 

Rocket attack on 
Kabul injures one 

ISLAMABAD (R) — More than 
20 rockets slammed into the 
Afghan capital Friday injuring at 
least one person, state- run Kabul 
Radio said. The rockets were 
fired from positions of fun- 
damentalist guerrilla leader Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar's Hezb-e- 
Islami party to the south of 
Kabul, the radio said. The mis- 
siles, fired during Friday prayers, 
caused extensive damage to gov- 
ernment buildings and residential 
areas, it said. Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
Hezb-e-IsIami has been firing 
rockets into Kabul for several 
days to try to force President 
Burhanudding Rabbani to resign. 

•Mr. Rabbani was elected for a 
two-year term in December by a 
national assembly that Mr. Hek- 
maryar says was rigged. 

German found 
dead in Algeria 

ALGIERS iRi — The body of 
Benedict Scheidcl. 22, a German 
irairtst missing in Algeria for six 
days, was found Saturday in 
several metres of water in the 
foothills of mountains where he 
had been walking. A German 
embassy source said paramilitary 
gendarmes who had identified the 
body were trying to recover it 
from a difficult place. “It seems 
he fcU several metres down an 
escarpment and into the water 
but wc don’t know yet whether he 
died from drowning or what,” he 
said. 



Iraq is ready for 
U.N. planes if they 
fly in from Jordan 

Aziz offers fresh compromise, says Iraq 
does not reject U.N. resolutions but ‘no-fly 1 
zones, accuses Bush of ‘persona! vendetta 1 

Iraqi police posts remain in disputed area 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ OFFERED a fresh com- 
promise on U.N. flights Satur- 
day, saying it could guarantee the 
safety of the planes if they 
travelled from Jordan — avoiding 
'no-fly’ zones in the south and 
north. 

But it restated determination 


to fight the ‘no-fly’ zones imposed 
by Washington and its Western 
Gulf war allies and offered no- 


thing concrete on the withdrawal 
of Iraqi police posts on the 
Kuwaiti side of the demilitarised 
zone. 

‘‘Iraq hereby agrees... to ensure 
the safety of the aircraft if they 
enter Iraqi airspace from the west 
using the direct flight route be- 
tween Amman.. .and Habaniya 
airfield (west of Baghdad),” De- 
puty Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
told a news conference. 

Mr. Aziz accused U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush of having a 


“personal vendetta” against Iraq 
and deliberately confusing the 
allied-imposed ’no-fly' zones with 
Iraq's compliance with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions in 
order to create a confrontation. 

He said Iraq would continue to 
resist U.S., British and French 
“aggression” in the zones, but 
said that issue must be separated 
from those involving the U.N. 
resolutions on weapons inspec- 
tions, U.N. flights and other 
issues. 

Mr. Aziz denied that Iraq con- 
tinues to have a claim against 
Kuwait, which it invaded and 
annexed in 1990 leading to the 
Gulf war two years ago. 

Mr. Aziz said some Iraqi jour- 
nalists have made threats that 
Baghdad would someday reclaim 
Kuwait on grounds that it histor- 
ically was part of Iraq. 

“As a matter of fact, now , it is 
not.” he said in a Baghdad news 
conference. 


Mr. Aziz, who was foreign 
minister during the Gulf crisis, 
indicated that Baghdad hopes for 
better relations with Washington 
after Bill Clinton becomes presi- 
dent on Wednesday. 

Mr. Aziz avoided answering a 
question about the border posts, 
saying that would be dealt with by 
Iraqi and U.N. officials. 

A U.N. spokesman said Iraq, 
which rejects a newly-drawn bor- 
der with Kuwait, was supposed to 
remove the posts by midnight 
Friday from what the U.N. now 
considers as Kuwaiti territory. 

The violation would be re- 
ported to the U.N. Security 
Council, said the spokesman, 
Abdul Latif Kabbaj. speaking to 
reporters in the 15-kilometre de- 
militarised zone between the two 
countries where the United Na- 
tions Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mis- 
sion (UNTKOM) is stationed. 

(Continued oo page 5) 


Palestinian evictees say Red 
Cross aid could prolong exile 


MARI AL ZOHOUR. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinians expel- 
led by Israel to an icy Lebanese 
tent camp said Saturday they 
welcome Red Cross aid but be- 
lieve assistance may reduce press- 
ure on the Jewish state to take 
them back. 

The Internationa! Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) said it 
was awaiting Lebanese govern- 
ment approval to take medicine 
by helicopter to the 413 evictees 
and a flight was not expected 
before Monday. 

“We welcome the ICRC visit 
and know that the Red Cross has 
relentlessly tried to convince 
Israel to supply us,” said Dr. Aziz 
Dwaik. a spokesman for the evic- 
tees. 

“We desperately need healing 
fuel, food and medicine... but we 
demand the ICRC do more than 
supply us our basic needs, that it 


pressure Israel to implement 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799,” he said. 

The resolution, passed a day 
after the 415 Palestinians were 
forced into exile, demands Israel 
immediately take them back. 

Dr. Abdul Aziz AJ Rantisi. an 
evictee leader, said the Red Cross 
operation gave Israel time to 
manoeuvre and avoid the central 
issue of abiding by the U.N. 
demand that ihey return. 

“There is no need for such 
visits in light of Resolution 799 
which is very clear and only needs 
to be implemented.” he said. 

Israel agreed Friday that the 
ICRC in the second such visit to 
the camp could evacuate nine 
Palestinians banished by “mis- 
take” and any sick evictees whose 
lives were in danger. 

Bernard Pfefferle, the chief 
ICRC delegate in Lebanon, said 


Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
A1 Hariri posed some questions 
about the helicopter operation at 
a meeting late Friday. 

Mr. Hariri sought assurances 
from the Red Cross Saturday that 
the proposed mercy mission 
would not defy his government’s 
refusal to take any responsibility 
for the expelled Palestinians. 

A statement distributed by his 
press office said Mr. Hariri found 
the latest ICRC proposal which 
has been approved by Israel “par- 
tially interesting.” 

But it added, Mr. Hariri has 
asked Mr. Pfefferle to provide 
“clarifications about some 
aspects” of the operation. 

It was not dear how soon the 
mission could be arranged, but 
Israel radio said it could be de- 
layed until Monday. 

(Continued on page 5) 


First leftist party legalised 


By Mariam M. Shahfn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Democratic 
Party for Progress in Jordan 
(DPPJ) became the country’s 
first leftist party to gain legal 
acceptance Saturday when 
Minister of Interior Jawdal 
Sboul issued a licence to the 
group. 

The legalisation of the DPPJ 
came one month after three 
other leftist parties were de- 
nied legal status by (he govern- 
ment. The secretary general of 
the party. Ali Amer, told re- 
porters that he believed that 
recent meetings between 
senior government officials 
and leaders of the main left- 
wing parties had borne fruit and 
that the legalisation of his par- 
ty was the first step in a series 
that would mend fences be- 
tween the government and 
Jordanian leftists. 

“We believe that the left and 
the Ministry of Interior can 
come to an understanding in 
this age of democracy,” Mr. 
Amer told a press conference 
at his party's headquarters in 
Abdali. 


The legalisation of the 
Jordanian Communist Party as 
well as the Baathist Party and 
the Jordan People’s Democra- 
tic Party (JPDP) were a pre- 
requisite for a true democratic 
system in Jordan, Mr. Amer 
added. 

“We are overjoyed at the 
news that we received from 
Mr. Sboul today.” said Mr. 
Amer after being informed of 
the Ministry of Interior deci- 
sion to grant DPPJ legal status. 
“We will continue however, to 
press for legal recognition of 
the other parties, that were 
denied this legal status.” 

Mr. Amer said that the ”on- 
the surface” things that the 
Ministry of Interior was ob- 
jecting to vis-a-vis symbols and 
names used by the leftist par- 
ties could be “adjusted.” 

In what may be a precedent 
in the compromise between a 
leftist party and the govern- 
ment. the DPPJ deleted from 
its manifesto any reference to 
changing Jordan’s political sys- 
tem into a socialist one. Pre- 
viously the change of Jordan's 
political system to a socialist 
one was among the main 
objectives of the DPPJ. 


“Our aim .is to create an 
environment where social jus- 
tice rules and economic dis- 
parities become non-existent.” 
said Mr. Amer. “The refer- 
ence of the word socialism is 
not necessary as long as the 
ideals are embedded in the 
party's charter.” 

Left-wing political observers 
had predicted that as long as a 
direct reference to socialism 
remains in the charter of any 
party the party will face trou- 
bles in gaining legal recogni- 
tion. 

Isa Madanat, a member of 
the Lower House and head of 
the Jordanian Socialist Demo- 
cratic Party, said Friday that 
the minister of interior had 
personally told turn that a dele- 
tion of the term "socialist” 
from his party’s name and 
charter would guarantee the 
group legal acceptance. 

Mr. Madanat, contacted by 
the Jordan Times, said that 
such a move on the part of his 
part)' was “out of . the ques- 
tion.” 

Mr. Amer was among the 
five leftist leaders who met 
with Prime Minister Sherif 

(Continued on page 2) 


King, Qaboos hold talks in Musca 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King .Hussein Satur- 
day held a round of talks with - 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Sa'id of 
Oman shortly after he arrived ■ 
in Muscat. 

The talks dealt with ' 
Jordanian- Omani relations and 
the latest developments' in the 
Arab region, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

Upon his arrival in Muscat, 
King Hussein was received at 
the airport by Sultan Qaboos. 
the sultan's persona! repre- 
sentative Prince Tuwaini Ben 
Shihab. Deputy Prime Minis- . 
ter for Defence and Security 
Affairs Fahr Ben Taimour. 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Legal Affairs Fahd Ben 
Mahmoud A! Saeed, Deputy 
Premier for Financial Affairs 
Qais A1 Zawawi and other 
senior officials. 

King Hussein and Sultan 
Qaboos met at A! Baraka 
Palace. The meeting was 
attended on the Jordanian side 


7 shot and 
wounded 
in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli soldiers shot 
and wounded seven Palesti- 
nians while dispersing de- 
monstrators in the occupied 
Gaza Strip Saturday. Palesti- 
nians said. . 

In Jabalya, soldiers fired 
rubber bullets and live 
ammunition at Palestinian 
youths who were throwing 
stones at an army outpost, 
wounding three of the protes- 
ters. 

Four Palestinians were 
' wounded in clashes with sol- 
diers in Gaza City and at the 
Shari refugee camp. 

Soldiers beat reporter 

Israeli soldiers beat and 
threatened a reporter and de- 
tained a cameraman in the 
occupied territories. Palesti- 
nians said. 

The army said it was check- 
ing the reports. 

In Hebron in the occupied 
West Bank, three soldiers hit 
Bassam Shweiki with a club 
in the leg and hip. Mr. 
Schweiki. a part-time Reuter 
reporter, was interviewing 
Palestinians at the produce 
market in Hebron when the 
soldiers approached him. 

“They snatched my (tape) 
recorder and broke it. I 
showed them my press card. 
They hit me with the dub, 
cursed me and then 
threatened that if I continue 
working as a journalist they 
would come and beat me,” 
Mr. Shweiki said. 

In the West Bank town of 
Jabalya soldiers detained and 
later released Majdi Jamil 
A rabid, a Palestinian cam- 
eraman working for World 
Television News (WTN) a 
WTN producer said. 

Mr. Arabid, 26. from 
Sheikh Redwan in Gaza, was 
covering clashes between sol- 
diers and Palestinians when 
he was detained. He was held 
for an hour at the army out- 
post in Jabalya and released. 
The army confiscated his 
videotape of the clashes. 

On Friday in Jabalya an 
Israeli officer detained a cam- 
eraman working for Reuters 
television, Marwan A! Ghol, 
broke his camera and 
threatened io kttl him if the 
returned to Jabalya. 

“He took me to the army 
camp and took my camera 
and film. After two hours he 
drove me out of Jabalya, told 
me he would kill me if I ever 
return and threw me out of 
the jeep.” he said, adding the 
officer broke his camera and 
took his videotape. 

On Tuesday an American 
photographer of the Paris- 
based Sygma photo agency,' 
Paul Kem, said a soldier held 
a loaded gun to his head and 
threatend to kill him if he did 
not hand over film he took of 
Palestinian children in the 
occupied Gaza Strip. 



by Royal Court Chief Khaled 
Al Karaki and Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid. 

In Amman, King Hussein 
was seen off by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah, 
the Regent. Prince Faisal Ben 
Al Hussein. Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament. 


Cabinet members and other 
senior officials. 

Government sources quoted 
by AP said the monarch was 
paying a three-day “private 
visit’’ to Oman. 

“The purpose of the trip is 
non-political.” said one of the 
sources, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. “But one can’t 


Relief convoy to Muslims in 
Bosnian town turned back 


PALE, Bosnia (Agencies) — A 
U.N. relief convoy heading for a 
Serb-besieged Muslim enclave in 
eastern Bosnia was forced to turn 
back after having got within 
shouting distance of its destina- 
tion. U.N. officials said. 

A spokesman for the office of 
the United Nations High Com- 
minssioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Zagreb. Peter Kes- 
sler. denied reports that the con- 
voy had reached Zepa. 

“On the contrary, no agree- 
ment had been reached with 
Serbs to let the convoy through 
and the convoy was forced to 
return to Borik where it will 
spend the night,” he said. 

It remained unclear why the 
Serbs refused to allow the convoy 
through when a Serb commander 
at Bonk. 10 kilometres a way, 
said Friday evening he had orders 
to let it pass. 

A barricade of fallen trees 
forced the eight-truck convoy, 
escorted by United Nations peace 
forces and carrying 80 tonnes of 
food and medicines, to grind to a 
halt on an icy road within hailing 
distance of the town. 

The Zepa convoy was carrying 


80 tonnes of aid for the popula- 
tion of the mountainous Muslim 
enclave, whose pre-war popula- 
tion of 8,000 has swollen to 
20,000 because of a refugee in- 
flux. ' 

Reports from the town through 
ham radio operators say scores of 
people have died from cold, 
starvation and disease. 

The U.N. convoy was repe- 
atedly delayed after entering 
Serb-held Bosnian territory, first 
by Serb-ordered re-routing, then 
by several controls. At Rogatica. 
between Sarajevo and Zepa, Serb 
rebels shook sardine cans, check- 
ing for the rattle of bullets. 

One of them called the exhaus- 
tive search of vehicles and U.N. 
personnel a "courtesy check.” 

An umbrella group of Islamic 
nations urged the United Nations 
Friday to stand behind its resolu- 
tions and defend Muslims in Bos- 
nia. 

Turkish Ambassador Mustafa 
Aksin. speaking on behalf of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence. said that U.N. peacekeep- 
ers and observers have failed to 

(Continued on page 5) 


say that both leaders will not 
touch on the latest regional 
developments in their meet- 
ings.” 

That was a clear reference to 
the allied air strike on Iraq on 
Wednesday. 

The monarch's visit to Oman 
is the third since the outset of 
the Gulf crisis. 

King Hussein is a close 
friend of Sultan Qaboos. The 
two men often exchange tele- 
phone calls and letters. The 
King visited Oman last in Janu- 
ary 1992. 

Officials quoted by Reuters 
said the visit was part of con- 
tinued efforts by Jordan ro 
repair relations with the Gulf 
states which deteriorated 
sharply during the Gulf crisis. 

Jordan has maintained good 
relations with Oman and Arab 
diplomats did not rule out the 
possibility of Sultan Qaboos 
mediating to improve Jordan's 
ties with other Gulf states. 
Reuters said. 


Fateh 
leaders 
meet on 
reform 

TUNIS (AP) — Top leaders of 
Yasser Arafat's mainstream 
Fateh group have opened meet- 
ings in Tunis on questions of 
reform. inter-Palestinian rela- 
tions and the Middle East peace 
process. 

Palestinian sources said during 
their three-day meetings, which 
began Friday, the leaders are 
expected to discuss how to ensure 
the continuation of the authority 
of the movement cosidered to be 
the backbone of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

The meeting has been in the 
works since Mr. Arafat's plane 
crash in April 1992, which left 
him injured and stranded without 
communications in the Libyan 
desert overnight. 

That raised concern in some 
quarters of the PLO that there 
was a need for political reform 
with Fateh, which is increasingly 
being challenged, especially *by 
(Continued on page 5) 



ARAB BANK 


Announces 


the opening of its new branch in 

j 

Aden 

Yemen Republic 

i 

Arab Bank /Aden will | start its banking 
operations as from Saturday 16th January 1993 
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Sheikh Isa opens 
consultative council 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — The 
emir of Bahrain Saturday inaugu- 
rated the 30-member Majlis AI 
Shoura. (consultative council), 
underscoring the advent as a step 
towards democratisation. 

"Majlis AI Shoura constitutes 
an appropriate and fitting formu- 
la for this phase that requires 
national unity and collabora- 
tion,'' Sheikh Isa Ben Salman AI 
Khalifa told the fully-appointed 
council in a speech. 

“The phase also requires wis- 
dom and thoughtful action, and 
consolidation of stability on Arab 
and international levels," he said. 

He indicated that the council 
would be broadened with rime, 
stressing his resolve to expand the 
scope of democratic consultation 
in laying down legislations, gov- 
erning state policy, and stream lining 
government efforts in econo- 
mic Development and services. 

The council, he said, was to 
generate “luminous ideas and 
offer proposals and programmes 
aimed at safeguarding national 
institutions and accomplish- 
ments." 

Council President Ibrahim 
Hamidan paid tribute to the emir 
for setting up the body, pledging 
support for the government in a 
“way that accords priority to the* 
national interests." 

Mr. Hamidan conceded that 


the beginning may seem slow, but 
emphasised it as a “solid and 
prudent start based on sound 
planning." 

About half of the handpicked 
members were drawn from the 
preponderant Shiite Muslim sect. 
Mr. Hamidan himself is Shiite. 
Sheikh Isa and the rest of the 
ruling AI Khalifa family are Sunni 
Muslims. 

There is no census based on 
religious denomination in 
Bahrain, but the Shiites are be- 
lieved to make about 60 per cent 
of the population of nearly half a 
million. 

The council is made up mainly 
of wealthy merchants, leading 
businessmen and members of 
prominent families. 

The council is viewed here as a 
democratic body, patterned I af- 
ter the Arabian style of the early 
era of Islam. * 

Sheikh Isa named the 30 mem- 
bers on Dec. 27 to advise him on 
the country’s political and econo- 
mic affairs and to widen popular 
representation. A national 
assembly elected in 1973 was 
dissolved two years later. 

The decree establishing the 
council said it would be asked to 
give opinions on draft laws sub- 
mitted by the cabinet before they 
are sent to the emir for final 
approval. 



Gulf newspapers urge 
overthrow of Saddam 


Sheikh Isa Ben Salman 


The council would ordinarily 
meet in two annual sessions — 
from Oct. 1 to Dec. 31 and March 
1 to May 31. 

Extraordinary sessions could 
be called if necessary. 

Conservative leaders of the oil- 
rich Gulf region have preferred 
the consultation system, dismis- 
sing Western-style parliaments as 
alien to the nature and mechanics 
of Islamic politics. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has 
promised his people a 60-member 
royally appointed council but has so' 
far only named the speaker. 

Kuwait is the only member 
state of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council with a parliament, freely 
elected along Western lines. 

In addition to Bahrain, Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, the council’ 
comprises Qatar. Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates. 


DUBAI (R) — Gulf newspapers 
have called on the Iraqi people to. 
overthrow President Saddam 
Hussein, saying he was to blame 
for Wednesday’s allied air strike, 
against Iraq. 

“We call upon the brotherly 
Iraqi people to overthrow the 
tyrant and free their will from his 
regime’s oppression ... and then 
they will find all the support they 
need to help rebuild their coun- 
try," the Saudi newspaper AI 
Jazira said. 

The Saudi-Al Bilad said Presi- 
dent Saddam paid “the price of 
aggression' 1 when U.S. and Brit- 
ish warplanes struck at missile 
defences in southern Iraq 
Wednesday. 

Iraqi salvage crews retrieved 
Iraqi weapons and material from 
a disputed area with Kuwait for 
four days running this week with- 
out the U.N. permission. 

“He (Saddam) does not seem 
to care what price his people have 
to pay for bis violation of interna- 
tional law/ and aggression against 
Kuwait." AI Bilad said. 

It said: “The problems facing 
the Iraqi people are the result of 
mistakes committed by Saddam 
who has become a nightmare for 
the Iraqi people and an element 
of d : sruption in the area." 

No official comment has come 
from the Gulf Arab states on the 
allied attack which angered much 


Air raid worries Iraqis, but life continues as normal 


By Victoria Graham 

The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — The allied 
air attack on southern Iraq 
has raised worries about 
another war. but not enough 
to disrupt the Friday “animal 
market” in downtown Bagh- 
dad. 

Shoppers crowded around 
stalls to inspect cackling 
chickens, ducks and roosters 
for Friday's holiday dinner, 
while some examined the 
aggressive, brightly coloured 
fighting cocks on sale nearby. 

Surprisingly, there has 
been no panic buying of food 
and fuel hy Iraqis fearing that 
an escalation of the con- 
frontation would prune their 
already meager food rations, 
and leave them without heat- 
ing in the winter cold. 

The state-run radio Friday 
announced that the Ministry 
of Oil had no plans to intro- 
duce oil rationing, and it 
urged people not to hoard 
gasoline and other fuels. 

The day after Wednesday's 
air raid, long queues of 100 or 
more cars lined up for fuel at 
the gas stations, and shop- 
keepers said people were 


buying non-perishable foods 
like pasta and rice in greater 
quantities at the enormously 
over-priced black market. 

But by Friday, things were 
normal, as both shoppers and 
shopkeepers went about their 
daily business, and demand 
for gasoline dwindled. 

Wednesday's raid involved isolated 
targets in southern Iraq. 
News of President George 
Bush's lastest deadline for 
allowing U.N. flights — mid- 
night Friday — was slow to 
spread and was unlikely to 
heighten fears of Baghdad 
residents. . 


Worries about another war 
are restrained among the 
capital's four million people, 
who are still picking up the 
pieces of the 1991 Gulf war 
and the ensuing United Na- 
tions trade sanctions. 

For most of Iraq’s 18 mil- 
lion people, life has become a 
constant struggle to keep one 
step ahead of runaway infla- 
tion and cope with daily shor- 
tages of food and almost all 
other commodities. 

Even Saddam Hussein 
wristwatches. normally freely 
available, are now in short 


^On^Saadoun Street, rows 
upon rows of sidewalk sellers 
peddled everything they 
could, from old. tattered 
shoes, to new footwear im- 
ported from Taiwan, and 
cheap Reebok copies. 

One man held up a worn 
leather jacket, and said he 
was a government worker 
who had to sell his used 
dothes to eke out" a meagre 
income to support his pre- 
gnant wife and small daugh- 
ter. 

“The situation is very 
bad." he said. 

In public, no Iraqi dares 
blame the government for the 
miserable situation. At least 
in public, Iraqis blame the 
United States, especially 
President Bush. 

Ali, a teacher who would 
not give his last name, said: 
“We are sick and tired of this 
situation. The embargo has 
been hurting us for two and a 
half years. Why doesn’t 
George Bush leave us alone. 
This doesn’t hurt the govern- 
ment. It hurts the people, 
and Bush should know that.” 

It is Mr. Bush whom Iraqi 


newspapers Friday depicted 
as a bloodthirsty warmonger 
out to destroy Iraq. 

The daily AI Iraq newspap- • 
er bade good riddance to Mr. 
Bush in the last days of his 
outgoing administration, and 
condemned him to the “cess- 
pool of history.” 

Mr. Bush, said the Arabic- 
longuage newspaper, was a 
“criminal and obsessive lover 
of crime and widespread des- 
truction and killing." 

All evil leaders, said the 
paper, shed blood in their 
dying hours. 

Saadoun Hamadi, a former 
prime minister, said in an 
interview published in the AI 
Thawra daily that leaders of 
the United States, Britain 
and France, had sold their 
souls to the devil. 

Dr. Hamadi said Wednes- 
day’s air strike against Iraqi 
missiles in the “no-fly" zone 
in southern Iraq -was . not 
over a dispute over U.N. 
resolutions, but because the 
allies were so overpowered 
by feelings of hatred that they 
spent every minute thinking 
of ways to "renew their 
aggression against Iraq.” 


Outside the Sheikh Abdul 
Quadir Mosque near Bagh- 
dad's rundown downtown 
area, beggars pleaded with 
worshipers gathering for the 
weekly prayers to spare a few 
dinars. A wrinkled woman 
with tears in her eyes, 
pleaded with a reporter for 
spare change. 

Inside, preacher Sheikh 
Abdul Wahab AI Tu’ma, told 
his congregation of several 
thousand gathered for the 
weekly Friday worship that 
the air strike was part of a 
‘'Western conspiracy" 
against Iraq. 

“This is a battle between 
Islam and atheism. Iraq faces 
a Western conspiracy," be 
said. 

Worshipers, seated ciuss- 
slegged on plush carpets be- 
neath a turquoise-coloured 
dome, retorted with res- 
trained cries of “God is 
Great." 

Sheikh Tu'ma lashed out at 
Mr. Bush, saying be would 
“blacken his name with his 
criminal actions against the 
Iraqi people..." 

“We must resist," he said. 
“This is a holy war." 


In Somalia, a few 
thieves are even in jail 


MOGADISHU 1AP) — In adty 
ruled by the gun and overrun by 
cutthroats, pickpockets and 
thieves, Yastm Ahmad is a small- 
time crook who figures he was 
just unlucky. 

The 21 -year-old two-time loser 
is one of just a dozen inmates at 
Mogadishu's central prison, a 
faded relic of white crumbling 
walls and turrets built by Italian 
colonisers on a sandy bluff over- 
looking the sea. 

"It is very strange. We are in 
prison in a city where there is no 
law and order. Everyday there 
are crimes, there are ’thefts. But 
the 12 of us are the «.•:»;<. : ; 

unlucky enough to get caught,” 
said Ahmad, who is doing his 
second term for theft. 

Hours earlier, almost in the 
shadow of the prison, members of 
one clan tied the hands of a rival 
behind his back and shot him 
once in the head. There were no 
arrests, no investigation. 


On the busy port road, guards 
atop trucks used lengths of rope 
to whip looters who jumped on 
the moving trucks to steal sacks 
of grain. 

“We know there are murderers 
and big criminals out there. But 
they have guns and are backed by 
clans and nobody is going to 
punish them,” said Abdrahim 
Abdikader, 23, who awaits trial 
for a theft he admits. 

“I feel better in here. If I was in 
the town. I could get killed. I feel 
safer here than I do in the city.” 
said Abdikader. Guards, volun- 
teers who work for food, outnum- 

• i.tmules almost four to one at 
me prison run by the forces of 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed. the 
major warlord antrolling sooth 
Mogadishu. s 

The prison commander, police 
General Xusen Fa rah Mabamud 
said there were only thieves in the 
prison because Inmates convicted 
of murder had been executed by 



Two Marbles stand in front of 


firing squad. He declined to say 
how many. 

He insists all prisoners had a 
defence attorney and a trial be- 
fore one of 14 district judges in 
Mogadishu. 

“You don’t want to listen to 
the prisoners," said Gen. 


barbed wire near Mogadishu’s “gr 

Just off the prison's hot, dusty 
central courtyard a guard dressed 

in Irhok! -r :,L „ 


in a khaki uniform with a bright 
red sash watched Ahmad stir a 
gooey batch of rice simmering 
over an open fire in an iron kettle 

swarming with flies. 

"Rice, it is always the same. 


i Hue” (AFP photo) 

All we ever eat is rice and we only 
get that once a day," complained 
Ali Abdi Abdullah, 36. who is 
near the end of a six-month sent- 
ence for theft. 

“When 1 was out, I made 
a lot of money stealing wood. I 
ate very well, now all I eat is 
rice." 
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of the Arab World. But Gulf 
media have been mostly suppor- 
tive of the action. 

The Abu Dhabi AI Ittihad 
newpaper said, “it is now dear 
that Iraq's suffering will only end 
with the fall of Saddam." 

"No Arab wants Arab blood to 
be shed on Arab soil, but what 
can we do when Baghdad rulers 
deliberately commit follies and 
give empty statements that pro- 
voke the world against them,” it 
said. 

The .Dubai-based. AI Bayan 
asked: 4(l What does the Iraqi reg- 
ime want? Is what it wants any 
different from the desires of the 
enemies of the Iraqi people and 
the Arab Nation wbo want Iraq 
to stay paralysed and unable to 
do its national role?" 

Sri IjukaiB 


White House 
releases 
Iran-Contra 
documents 


Sri Lankan police Friday broke 
up a demonstration by Muslims 
protesting against U.S.-led air 


strikes on Iraqi missile positions, 
witnesses said. 


witnesses said. 

Police outside the U.S. embas- 
sy in Colombo grappled with 
about SO protesters waving pla- 
cards demanding an end to 
American military action in Iraq. 

Then armed riot police showed 
up formed a line before the pro- 
testers, wbo dispersed after about 
20 minutes, a Reuter photo- 
grapher said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House Friday released ex- 
cerpts from President George 
Bush's diaries and other records 
on the Iran-contra affair. They 
indicate Mr. Bush in 1986 dismis- 
sed early news reports alleging his 
involvement as “crazy informa- 
tion." 

The White House also released 
the transcript of Mr. Bush's five- 
hour videotaped deposition to 
Iran-contra investigators on Jan. 
11 , 1988,. made in his vice- 
presidential office. 

A written transcript of Mr. 
Bush's tape-recorded diary for 
Nov. 9, 1986, the week after the 
scandal came to light, read: “Sun- 
day the papers are all full of Iran. 
A lot of crazy in formation... some 
of it that the aims dealers that 
were arrested felt I was in- 
volved." 

“A lot of misinfonnation," Mr. 
Bush, then vice-president, wrote, 
expressing concern also that a 
frustrated Secretary of State 
George Shultz might resign. “His 
people are not dealing from a full 
deck there m the State Depart- 
ment," Mr. Bush wrote. 

The following day he wrote 
that President Ronald Reagan “is 
very suspicious of the State De- 
partment bureaucracy." 

A separate Nov. 9, 1986, Entry 
said, “all in ali, a troubling 
weekend. People running for cov- 
er, blaming. ...The right wing, 
who is normally on Shultz's case, 
rallying behind him because of 
the trading arms for hostages 
policy. At least the policy they 
see as trading arms for hostages.” 

The transcripts of Mr. Bush’s 
taped comments were not turned 
over to Iran-contra prosecutors 
because of their “overly broad 
document requests,” former 
Attorney General Griffin Bell 
said in a 14-page report. The 
White House announced the hir- 
ing of Mr. Bell the week after Mr. 
Bush's Christmas Eve pardons of 
Caspar Weinberger and five 
other Iran-contra figures. 

Iran-contra prosecutor Lawr- 
ence Walsh disclosed hours after 
the pardons that the White House 
had not disclosed the existence of 
Mr. Bush's notes until Dec. 11, 
1992. Mr. Walsh said Mr. Bush's 
notes had been improperly with- 
held. 

“It became necessary for out- 
side counsel to investigate Judge 
Walsh’s allegations," Mr. Bell 
said in the report released by the 
White House. 

The transcript of Mr. Bush's 
videotaped testimony showed the 
then-rice president to be vague 
about events at the White House 
surrounding the Iran arms sales. 

Earlier Friday, White House 
Press Secretary Marlin Fitzwater 
said the material “dearly estab- 
lishes the vice-president had no 
particular involvement in the 
Iran-contra situation." 

Mr. Bush has maintained that 
as rice-president, he did not 
know the 1985-1986 U.S. arms 
sales were part of a swap of 
weapons for the release of Amer- 
ican hostages held in Lebanon. 

Mr. Bush, under oath, 
answered questions in 1988 in his 
vice-presidential office from 
lawyers for independent counsel 
Walsh and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation: (FBI) officials. * 

“That is the complete legal 
testimony that was green to the 
grand jury about the president's 
recrilections of the Iran-contra 
affair, his role as rice-president," 
Mr. Fitzwater said. 

“It’s very good and interesting, 
particularly to students of govern- 
ment, the rice-presidency, and how 
decision-making works in the 
White House,” Mr. Fitzwater 
said. 

The notes requested by Mr. 
Walsh, the _ spokesman said, 
“constituted just his personal re- 
flections on all aspects of govern- 
ment, his job and so forth, most 
of which had no relationship to 
Iran-contra. They were just notes 
on policy issues that came before 
him.” 
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U.S. troops kill 6 ^ > 

Somalis in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (AP) — U.S. 
troops shot and (tilled six Somalis 

— at feast three of them civilians 

— after the Americans came 
.under fire, a> U.S. military 

spokesman said Saturday. 

A day after the gunbattie, U.S. 
army soldiers Saturday unco- 
vered what the spokesman called 
the “mother lode of arms caches” 

— 30 bunkers west of Mogadishu 
stuffed with more than 1,CB0 ton- 
nes of arms and ammunition. 

Marine Colonel Fred Peck said 
the ordnance in the bunkers 
would fill 150 to 200 five-totme 
trucks and included surface-to-air 
missiles^ 230-kflogratnme bombs, 
small arms, machine guns and 
ammunition. 

Col. Peck told reporters at 
feast three of six Somalis killed in 
the battle Friday were innocent 
civilians caught in the cross-fire. 
Four of the six wounded also' 
appeared to be civilians. 

A six-vehicle army patrol came 
under fire at about 10 p.m. (1900 
GMT) Friday near the village of 
.Burlego northwest of Mogadishu. 
CM. Peck said 10 to 15 bandits 
holding up a truck carrying about 
15 civilians opened fire on the 
soldiers. The soldiers returned 
fire. 

“We are not sure but they 
might have been trying to use 
civilians as shields," said Col. 
Peck. 

“As far as we can determine 


the soldiers did what they were 
trained to do. They were fired on 


at night and they returned fire," 
he said. 

He said one of the dead and 
one of the wounded were thought 
to be bandits, two of the dead 
were still unidentified and one of 
the wounded was a woman shot 
by ±e bandits before the soldiers 
arrived. 

Col. Peck said Marines shot 
one Somali man hi Mogadishu 
Saturday after the man aimed a 
pistol at a Marine. The Marines 
said the man went down, but teat 
the Marines left the scene and did 
not know tee extent of the Soma- 
li’s wound. 

Ali Mahdi Mohammad, the 
self-styled interim president of 
Somalia during two years of civil 
war and the warlord who controls 
northern Mogadishu, returned to 
the capital and said be was confii 
dent all 14 waning factions would 
honour the ceasefire signed in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

After two weeks of acrimo- 
nious talks in the Ethiopian capit- 
al, faction leaders agreed to cease 
fire and to hand over all heavy 
weapons to U.S.-led coalition 
forces in Somalia. 

The leaders created a commit- 
tee to deal with questions about 
who will participate fa a national 


reconciliation conference jg 
Addis Ababa in March. . 

General Mohammad . Fatah ■ 
Aideed. the major warlord con-. 
trolling southern Mogadishu, said - 
in Addis Ababa autonomous re- 
gions should be created' before-"' 
talks begin on an interim central j* 
authority. The proposal would 
legitimise the ffefdoms warring - 
dans have carved out of Somalia. 

He told reporters a national, 
reconciliation conference - 

first discuss ways of creating a 
police force and restoring esseo- : 
tial services. 

U.N. Secretary-General Boat- 
ros Ghafi hailed tee pact between . 
Somali warlords to end figbtiz^ ^ 
and disarm their militias as open- 
fag tee way to reconstruction of - ' 
the lawless country.. 

“The secTetary-generar wet 
comes this positive result that 
should contribute to establishing ■ 
peace and security, national re- 
conciliation, restoring tee Somali 
state and rebuilding and develop- , 
fag Somalia,” a U.N. statement 
said. 

The statement was issued in..- 
Paris where Dr. Ghali was' 
attending the signing of a treaty. . 1 
banning chemical weapons. 

Dr. Ghali said he congratu- 
lated Ethiopian President MeJes 
Zenawi for working with U.N. 
representatives to help bring ab-. 
out the agreement. 

Famine, disease and fighting 
killed an estimated 350,000! 
Somalis in the past year, foflow- 
fag the ouster of dictator Moham- 
mad Siad Bane. Another two ' 
million Somalis are considered at 
risk. 

Col. Peck said Somali dvQums - 
led U.S. army police Saturday to ■ 
the 30 bunkers of arms and ; 
ammunition south of tee town of ; 
Afgooye, west of Mogadishu. • 

“I don't want to start using ! 
cfiches but you would have to say ; 
this is the mother lode of arms - j 
caches,” said Col. Peck. 1 

He said soldiers expecting to ! 
find five or six bunkers instead ; 
uncovered 30 stuffed with all - 
kinds of ordnance. He_ said tee 
army was beginning the massive ; 
task of counting the weapons and ; 
ammunition. 

“It seems to be an old Somali : 
military cache, but some dan ; 
could have been drawing arms ■ 
and small arms ammunition from '. 
it.'*' Col. Peck said. * ; 

The military spokesman said ; 
two of tee five Marines injured in ■ 
a traffic accident Friday were : 
evacuated to Germany for treat- ; 
meat Two were in a military ■ 
hospital in Mogadishu and one 
was treated ana leteaaL He said ; 1 
a navy corpsman injured in the ; 
same accident was flown to Mom- ■ 
basa, Kenya. r 


First leftist party legalised' 


(Contented from page 1) 


Zeid Ben Shaker fa the home 
of Deputy Prime Minister Ali 
Sheimat Dec. 27 in an initial 
meeting between the govern- 
ment and leftist leaders in an 
attempt to mend fences over 
the government's refusal to 
legalise the left-wing groups. 

Mr. Ali said teat follow-up 
meetings between a special 
government committee and the 
leftist leaders helped make 
Saturday’s recognition possi- 
ble. 

Asked if his party was re- 
quested to make .any changes 
in its charter, Mr. Ali stud: 
“We were told that our party's 
symbol rese mbles that of some 
other parties’ and thus we 
altered it without officially 
being asked to do so; it was a 
small gesture on our part. The 
change was symbolic and we 
felt that it would not attack the 
essence of our policies and 
believes.'* 

Mr. Amer as well as several 
members of his party are for- 
mer members of the Palestine 
National Council as well as 
members of the Damascus- 
based Democratic Front for 


tee Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

While initially an ardent sup- 
porter of DFLP leader Nayef • 
Hawatmeh, Mr. Amer’s sym- 
pathy swaved to tee breakaway 
leadership of Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo, who set up a renegade' 
DFLP faction in Tunisia. 

Mr. Amer and other mem- 
bers of the DPPJ all resigned 
from the PNC and the DFLP 
committees before applying for 
independent party status in 
Jordan. 

In reference to tee past links 
between party cadre and the 
Palestinian parties in Trans and 
Damascus: Mr. Amer said: 
“We are and will remain orga- 
nisationally and ffaandally dis- 
tinct and independent- from ■ 
any party anywhere. We have 
and will continue to have con- 
tacts with a variety of political 
parties inside Jordan and an 
over the Arab WorkL.” 

The DPPJ supports tee on- 
going Arab-lsraeli peace talks 
m principle and is considering 
joining the Jordanian Arab 
Nationalist Democratic Asso- 
ciation (JANDA), the. largest 
alliance of left-wing and pan- 
Arab parties in the Kingdom.' 
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^Citizens asked to help ensure road safety 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Director of 
the Traffic Department Brigadier 
Atimarf Dmoor Saturday called 
for the. involvement of citizens 
and -educational institutions in 
efforts aimed at reducing road 
acdderrts. m Jordan. That same 
day air accident involving two 
tracks r on Amman's ring road 
took the- lives of two people. 

Addressing the opening session 
of a «wek-fong training seminar 
for students at die University of 
Jordan, 'Brig. Dmour said his 
department was attempting to 
spread public awareness in traffic 
matters' through the help of police 
departments, educational institu- 
tions and "'students around the 
country. 

The opening of the seminar 
followed the announcement here 
Friday of the death of 34 citizens 
and the injury of 700 others in 
1,810 road accidents in the King- 
dom in December, 1992, alone. 

The Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD), which released 
these figures, said that nearly 31 
per cept of the casualties were 
young people aged between 10 
and 30. 

According to Brig. Drnour, the 
traffic police and students will 
discuss the causes of road acci- 
dents; spreading information ab- 
out roads and road conditions. 



Thirty -one per cent 
10-30 (Petra photo) 

traffic regulations and other re- 
lated topics, in addition to work- 
shops on organising traffic. 

According to traffic depart- 
ment officials, road conditions 
constitute one of the major 
causes of accidents in Jordan. 
They said although most acci- 
dents are attributed to human 
error, pits and holes in the roads, 
which are more prevalent in win- 
ter, cause many of the accidents 
and cost the country considerable 
sums of money in spare parts. 

Minister of Supply Mohammad 


accident casualties 


young Jordan tons between the ages of 


Saqqaf announced late last year 
that as of the beginning of 1993, 
the price of spare parts will drop 
as a result of reducing the margin 
of profit allowed to the merchants 
from 30 to 25 per cent. 

A study conducted by the 
Jordanian Consumers Protection 
Society said that road conditions 
were responsible for the drain on 
a motorist's monthly salary by 16 
per cent. Each car owner pays at 
least an average JD 40 a month 
on car repairs for damages caused 
by road conditions. 


The society said that the Minis- 
try of Supply's announcement of 
a five per cent reduction was 
insufficient and it also called on 
the ministry and other concerned 
authorities to find means of en- 
suring smooth roads and controll- 
ing the sale of, and the sometimes 
exorbitant prices of, spare parts. 

The society urged the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade to encour- 
age the manufacture of more auto 
spare parts in the Kingdom 
in order to cut down on imported 
spare parts. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Public holiday observed Wednesday 

AMMAN (Petra) — All government institutions and departments 
will be closed Wednesday Jan. 20 in observance of A1 Israa wal 
Mi-raj anniversary, according to an official communique issued by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Saturday. 

House panels to hold meetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament's Agricul- 
ture Committee will meet Sunday under the chairmanship of 
Mohammad A1 Alawneh to discuss die outcome of its recent 
meeting with farmers from the Jordan Valley. The Education 
Committee at the House is scheduled to meet Monday morning 
under the chairmanship of Deputy Abdul Hafeez AUawi. The 
committee will resume its discussion of the 1988 Temporary 

Education Law. 

. h »*>-.■ . • • . • • 

Jordan, Morocco to stimulate trade, tourism 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Industry and Trade Secretary 
General Marwan Awad discussed Saturday with the Moroccan 
■ambassador to Jordan economic and trade relations between 
Jordan and Morocco. At a meeting held at the Ministry of 
.Industry and Trade, the two also discussed issues listed on the 
Agenda of the joint Jordanian-Moroccan follow-up committee due 
■to meet in Amman Tuesday and entrusted with overcoming 
.obstacles impeding trade exchanges. The Morotjan side to the 
talks is due Amman Monday. The joint committee’s talks will 
focus on means of implementing a trade and tourism agreement 
signed between Jordan and Morocco last year. Mr. Awad was 
quoted by Petra last week as saying that the committee will look 
into means of stimulating trade and tourism exchanges in 
implementations of last year's agreement, which was readied in 
Casablanca during a Jordanian delegation’s visit to Morocco. 
Among the subjects agreed on with the Moroccan side was the 
exchange of visits by businessmen from the two countries, the 
creation of the joint committee and the removal of customs 
barriers to facilitate trade exchanges. Jordan and Morocco 
organised trade fairs in Amman and Casablanca last year, and 80 
Jordanian firms sold at least JD 1.2 million worth of national 
products through the Jordanian fair. Jordan displayed engineer- 
ing, chemical, construction, agricultural and industrial products 
along with home appliances, carpets and leather commodities. 

Charity seminar calls for public participation 

NORTH SHUNEH (Petra) — Zarqa -Governor Tal’at Nawaiseh 
Saturday called on citizens to support the work of voluntary and 
charity societies in serving the local community and assisting 
others. At the opening ceremony of a seminar entitled ‘’Interac- 
tion with the Local Environment and Participation in Social 
Activities" held at At Salt Charity Society premises in Zarqa, Mr. 
Nawaiseh said true belonging "was the lost link we were looking 
for to serve the public interest." The aim of the seminar was to 
evaluate and assess the outcome of public participation in 
charitable societies. 

University holds technology workshops 

SALT (Petra) — Two specialised workshops on computerised 
designs and manufacturing and programmed logical controllers 
opened Saturday at the University of Jordan’s Faculty of 
Engineering in cooperation with the U.S. Agency for Intemation- 
a! Development (USAID) will indude lectures and practical 
training in the latest technologies on developing Jordanian 
industries through the use of computers. The workshops will last 
for .two weeks. 

: French shoot Film in Jordan 

\ AMMAN (Petra) — A crew from the Third French Channel 
• arrived in Amman Friday on a several-day visit to Jordan during 
; wfeidi it will shoot a film on Jordanian industry and trade. The 
; ere* will conduct interviews with officials from the private and 
public sectors and will visit several touristic sites in the Kingdom. 
The film will be shown at a specialised contracting and industrial 
participation fair to be held in France in March. Jordan is 
■’ participating for the first time in the three-day fair. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


'The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
pie daily Arabic press. Readers are advised fo verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibition 

;<r entitled “Latin American Countries in France” at 

the French Cultural Cadre. 


ESCWA reports worsening 
regional social conditions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The latest 
report by the Economic and So- 
cial Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) outlined the diffi- 
cult social conditions in the West- 
ern Asia region as a direct result 
of the Gulf crisis and the subse- 
quent Gulf War of 1991. 

Countries of the region, includ- 
ing Jordan, have undergone signi- 
ficant changes with negative and 
far-reaching implications that are 
expected to last for a long tune, 
the ESCWA report said: The 
report said these changes are 
ejected to affect all segments of 
society, especially disadvantaged 
groups such as the youth, women, 
and elderly, the disabled and 
refugees. . 

More than 350,000 Jordanian 
and Palestinian expatriates re- 
turned to Jordan from the Gulf in 


the wake of and after the crisis. 

According to ESCWA. the 
Gulf war has created new social 
problems in the country, particu- 
larly with regard to unnatural and 
unexpected population growth. 

The report said the war dis- 
rupted long standing political and 
economic ties among ESCWA 
countries and the emerging socio- 
economic difficulties add to the 
deteriorating social conditions in 
some countnes of the region. The 
reports said the war also in- 
creased the burden of poverty, 
unemployment, juvenile delin- 
quency and drug abuse. 

It said that with the deteriora- 
tion of social conditions in- the 
ESCWA region, some countries 
have been, obliged to exploit 
available facilities more intense- 

iy- 


Meeting to 
focus on 
land use in 
development 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment said 
Saturday that it is arranging a 
seminar to discuss the use of 
lands in relation to regional de- 
velopment. 

Minister of Municipal Affairs 
Abdul Razzak Tubeishat said 
that the seminar planned for the 
end of January, will focus on land 
use around Mu'ta University near 
the southern city of Karak. He 
said the ministry’s Regional Plan- 
ning Department has prepared a 
specific plan on land use, which 
will be taken up by the partici- 
pants. Furthermore, he said, the 
ministry has prepared a set of 
working papers dealing with Jor- 
dan’s experiments in regional 
planning in general and regional 
planning in the Karak and Tafileh 
regions in particular. 

A second paper will deal with 
the use of lands in Mu'ta Uni- 
versity area and a third will fea- 
ture various Jordanian laws gov- 
erning the use of land, the minis- 
ter said. 

Dr. Tubeishat said the University 
of Jordan will present a paper on the 
encroachment of buildings on 
agricultural land; and the Royal 
Jordanian Geographic Centre 
will contribute a paper on tech- 
nology use in the preparation of 
land maps. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
will submit a paper dealing with 
the classification of soil; and in a 
separate paper, the Natural Re- 
sources Authority will outline its 
geological studies on land, the 
minister added. 

He said representatives of the 
Ministries of Eneigy and Mineral 
Resources, Agriculture. Plan- 
ning, Tourism, Public Works and 
Housing, Water and Irrigation as 
well as the Jordan Engineers 
Association, and Jordanian uni- 
versities will take part in the 
meeting. 

Dr. Tubeishat said the seminar 
will be part of a series of meetings 
to be' held at later dates. Other 
meetings, he said will discuss 
joint municipal councils services 
legislation concerning local coun- 
cils, improving the performance 
of municipal staff and vocational 
training centres run by the muni- 
cipalities. 


State Security Court to examine 
case against theft, murder suspects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The State 
Security Court will soon begin 
examining the case of a group of 
10 suspects who were 
apprehended after allegedly car- 
rying out numerous thefts, mur- 
ders and other criminal acts in the 
past two years. 

The group’s actions, which 
were detailed m a police report 
printed Saturday in local Arabic 
dailies, included five murders, 
including police personnel; burg- 
lary, involving 132 homes in Am- 
man, Zarqa, Irbid, Ajloun, 
Jerash and Fuheis; and the theft 
of jewellery, electrical ap- 
pliances, wrist watches and other 
items of value. 

The group, which includes four 
women, was said to have been 
aided by 21 accomplices who 
peddled the stolen items in va- 
rious towns and districts. Accord- 
ing to the press, the alleged 
accomplices will be brought be- 


fore the court for trial. 

The report, which gave no date 
for the start of the trials, said the 
suspects used to kill or threaten 
with murder anyone who might 
have stopped them or tried to 
report them to the police in tbe 
course of their actions. 

To carry out the alleged rob- 
beries, the group bought two 
BMW cars and was paying hand- 
somely any one who would join 
them, according to the report. 

The report said most of the 
group members are related or 
have long records of criminal 
actions. Members of tbe group 
used to fire on the household 
members or owners of stores 
where tbe alleged thefts and 
burglaries were underway, the 
report stated. Some of the burg- 
laries were conducted in daylight, 
the report said. 

According to the report, the 


police who were investigating the 
group, lately apprehended all of 
its members after a 10-kilometre 
car chase. The suspects fired on 
the police several times, and com- 
mandeered pick-up trucks and 
other vehicles before they were 
arrested, said the report. 

Two of the alleged group mem- 
bers immediately admitted that 
they fired on the police and the 
others gradually confessed to 
committing the alleged crimes 
and robberies, the report said. 

The police identified the leader 
of the group only as a 21-year-old 
unemployed male who used to 
recruit accomplices by offering 
them generous sums of money, 
up to JD 350 a day. and providing 
them with weapons. 

The police also said some of 
the suspects admitted to selling 
stolen jewellery with the help of 
their women accomplices. 


Amman-based 

accounting 

group to 
hold seminar 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman- 
based Arab Society of Certified 
Accountants (ASCA) board has 
approved a programme for the 
Third Arab International 
Accounting Conference, which 
will be held in Bahrain in April, 
1993. 

An ASCA statement Saturday 
said that the conference will be 
attended by several individuals 
including representatives of the 
International Federation of 
Accountants (LLFAC) in New 
York and the International 
Accounting Standards Commit- 
tee (lASCj in London. 

A number of Arab and interna- 
tional businessmen will partici- 
pate in the meeting, according to 
the statement, which followed the 
end of tbe 25th ASCA meeting 
held in Cairo recently. 

Tbe statement said that the 
conference will coincide with 
another seminar in Bahrain, deal- 
ing with tbe basis for setting 
accounting standards in the Arab 
World. 


Kindergarten teachers 
discuss family values 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education estimates that 
children under six years of age 
constitute 21.7 per cent of the 
country's total population of ab- 
out four million. According to 
Ministry Secretary General 
Munther A1 Masri, these 868.000 
children are in need of care and 
educational, health and cultural 
services. 

Dr. Masri was addressing tbe 
opening of a training seminar for 
300 kindergarten teachers at the 
Teachers Club in Amman. 

He said kindergarten education 
helps children to form healthy 
habits, develop social relations 
and enhance positive trends in 
their behavioural patterns. 

Dr. Masri said the ministry of 
education continues to establish 
kindergartens and training and 
administrative supervision for 
them. He thanked the private 
sector in Jordan for its part in 
setting up kindergartens in the 
country. 

Dr. Masri said the total num- 
ber of kindergartens in the King- 
dom is 598, caring for nearly 
45,526 children in different gov- 
emorates. 

According to Dr. Masrr's esti- 
mates, nearly 20 per cent of the 


total number of children aged 
four to six years are enrolled at 
kindergartens in Jordan.' He said 
kindergartens constitute nearly 15 
per cent of the total number of 
educational institutions in the 
country. This, he said, has 
prompted the Ministry of Educa- 
tion to include plans for supervi- 
sion and follow-up on the de- 
velopment of these schools. 

The 1987 national educational 
conference resolutions also called 
for such plans, he added. 

The director of training at the 
Ministry of Education, Dr. 
Mohammad Wahsh, outlined the 
various activities conducted 
through his office. He said in the 
six-day training seminar, partici- 
pants will discuss educational 
methods for children; effects of 
family environment on the crea- 
tion of children's personalities 
and skills; children's growth at 
various stages, mentally physical- 
ly and psychologically. 

Kindergarten supervisors em- 
ployed by tbe Ministry of Educa- 
tion are also attending the meet- 
ings which were organised in 
cooperation with the Arab 
League Educational, Cultural 
and Scientific Organisation 
(ALECSO). 


New centre to improve flow of 
information, promote research 
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New centre promises rese ar chers better access to urfonsaatrca (FL'e 
photo) 


By Masa Alai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Decision-makers, 
researchers and concerned in- 
stitutions in Jordan will soon have 
better access to research informa- 
tion as the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology (HCST) 
is preparing what officials de- 
scribe as a more efficient, up- 
graded information system base. 

A national information system 
has been operating in Jordan 
since 1987 but it turned out to be 
inefficient due to its two-bloc 
structure with two independent 
centres, said Dr. Yousef Nusseir, 
director of the Computer Train- 
ing and Industrial Studies Centre 
of the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS). 

Tbe separation of information 
centres at the Ministry of Plan- 
ning and RSS made the system 
inflexible and inefficient, he said. 
Accordingly, he said, the board 
of the centre recommended to the 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology the setting up of a 
seperate institution which will 
coordinate the collection of in- 
formation at the national level. 

Dr. Nusseir said the new spe- 
cialized National Information 
Centre, which is associated with 
the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology, will coordinate 
information with a view to build- 
ing a national information system 
in Jordan. 

The centre would "prepare, 
manage and coordinate econo- 
mic, social, scientific and technic- 
al information,'' in support of 
development plans in the coun- 
try, Dr. Nosseir said. He said the 
current system foils to offer users 
updated information on fast 
changing areas and other neces- 
sary statistics. The new centre, be 
said, would make the process of 
obtaining information easy be- 
cause of its organisational struc- 
ture. 

“It is centralised in information 
coordination and decentralised in 
information generating, whereby 
every institution is required to 
feed in the updated information 
according to defined critireon,’’ 
said Dr. Nusseir. 

He said the new centre aims to 
establish a comprehensive in- 
formation system and to link it 
with die focal and foreign in- 
formation banks to be utilised at 
the national level by the public 
and private sectors. 

The centre, chaired by the 
Minister of Planning, would be 
administered by a committee 


which would coordinate, regulate 
and modernise the acquisition of 
information. 

“We aspire to establish an ac- 
cessible system for obtaining in- 
formation. which, at the same 
time, upholds the confidentiality 
of information,” said Dr. Nus- 
seir. 

Dr. Nusseir said some chal- 
lenges are obstructing the setting 
up of the centre such as the 
unwillingness of private organisa- 
tions to cooperate. 

“Private organisations are very 
weary of the system; we tiy.-tp 
(encourage) the private sector to 
join us on the' bases of mutiial 
interests but ve ry few are cooper- 
ating with us" Dr. Nusseir said. 
He attributed that to the lost 


sense of information importance • 
as a national resource. “Informa- 
tion is a national economic re- 
source that has to be utilised 
because it is the only commodity 
which increases in quantity and 
importance when spent.” 

Dr. Nusseir points to the need 
for setting up required infrastruc- 
ture and a national telecom- 
munication data transmission net- 
work that can generate and sus- 
tain information which has to be 
continually updated *'nd checked. 

That, he said. ii. tires heavy 
investment. 

Dr. <N ussier said that the initial , 
phase 6ffhe project was financed 
by GTZ of Germany az6 the 
International Development and 
Research Centre of Canada. 







VIEW ENGLISH SCH© 


P.O.BOX 154 KHALDA - AMMAN 
TEL: 827151, 827152, 827153, 827154 - FAX.: 81&S&J 


The New English School is a private, bi-lingual establishment, which trains its 
students to the highest academic standards and prepares them for entrance to 
universities throughout Jordan, the Arabian World, the U.K., the U.S.A. and 
Europe. 

Owing to natural growth and consolidation at British public examination level, 
specialist, experienced graduates are sought to teach in the coming 1 993-1 S94 
academic year. Specific subject and teacher requirements are outlined below, fl 
Applicants for all these advertised posts should be prepared to teach |' 
intelligent, highly motivated students and should be thoroughly familiar with the !■ 
British I.G.C.S.E. (University of Cambridge) and 'A’Levei (University of London) jj 
examination programmes. il 

Candidates should also be able to demonstrate a sense of commitment to- |j 
whole school policy, to the area of extrat-curricular activity and should be fluent j I 
in English. il 

Those who are interested are invited to apply, in writing, before the 31 st January 
deadline, to Mrs. Ophelia Bishouty, Director of the School, submitting full 
curriculum vitae and the names and telephone numbers of two referees who 
must not be family members. Application forms are available from the Director’s 
secretary at the school. 

The following subject specialists are required: 

( I ) DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE 

a) A graduate to teach Chemistry through to I.G.C.S.E. and ‘A'level. 

b) A graduate to teach Biology or a combination of both Biology and Chemistry- 
through to I.G.C.S.E. and ‘A’level standard 

( ii) DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES 

a) A graduate to teach history to ‘A’level 

b) A graduate to teach Economics to I.G.C.S.E. and ’A’level 

(iii) DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

a) A graduate to teach English as a first language and possibly Literature to 
I.G.C.S.E. 

b) A graduate to teach English as a second language to I.G.C.S.E. level (two 
posts available) 

( i v) DEPARTMENT OF PERFORMING ARTS 

a) A graduate to teach Music and Drama to students in grades 7,8 and 9. 

( v) DEPARTMENT OF MATHS 

a) A graduate to teach Maths to I.G.C.S.E., A/S and/or 'A'level 

( vi) DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTING 
a) A graduate to teach Computing to I.G.C.S.E. and ‘A’ level 

ALL APPLICANTS FOR THE ABOVE POSTS MUST BE ABLE 
TEACH THEIR SUBJECT IN THE ENGLISH MEDIUM. 





r 
I 

t 

i » 
! <. 


i 'i 


i 


V. 

5 


$ 




S’! 


:h. 

M 

se 

W 


57 

A 

fa 

M 


P*' 

fv 


n; 

st. 

fe 


II. 



inion & Analysis 





Jordan Times 


A* bdepcadcu Arab pofliiol <b6j piibtatad « EafM» by «* ***« **«■ *><"**»- 
E*(*Msl«d W73 

UjuVI V ■ : y» Jt Jj-S UE — Vu* 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 


Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.0. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

77je Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Ghastly weapons 


THE CHEMICAL weapons treaty signed in Paris recently 
completes 24 years of talks and aims at eliminating a whole 
class of ghastly weapons of war. Even such formerly 
“obstinate” nations as China, Pakistan and Russia intend 
to impress their signatures on the agreement. Why then are 
the majority of the Arab League states not signing the 
accord even at the expense of looking churlish in the eyes of 
the rest of the world? 

The fact is that the Arab League has supported the 
objective of eliminating these weapons, properly described 
in the 1989 Paris resolution as “abhorrent to civilised 
countries, even in the context of conflict.” Most of the Arab 
states, however, have withheld their signatures for precisely 
the same reason that the Israelis signed the agreement. The 
convention, although “an advanced legal instrument” and 
“a good agreement” in itself, as one Jordanian official put 
it, remains flawed because it “starts from the middle” on 
chemical arsenals, thus ignoring more destructive weapons 
in the region. Consequently, the accord abets Tel Aviv's 
shell game of hiding its own continuing nuclear programme 
under a series of declarations against weapons of terror. 

Indeed, the concept that failure to achieve a comprehen- 
sive solution to such horrific weapons is strategically 
counterproductive has been effectively admitted by the U.S. 
State Department with respect to last week's changes in the 
guidelines for the Missile Technology Control Regime 
(MTCR). The 22-member MTCR now denies the transfer of 
missiles, regardless of whether the payload or range 
capacities fit chemical or nuclear weapons, to countries they 
presume will use them with weapons of mass destruction. 
The U.S. thus accepts that all such weapons, whether 
nuclear, biological or chemical, are destabilising and 
hazardous to a region. 

Unfortunately for the Arab World, the -new MTCR 
guidelines now hinge upon a judgement of intentions 
(although presumably the previous 500-kg and 300-km 
restrictions will still apply). This may allow certain Western 
governments to contend that the Israelis do not intend to 
many their Lance and Jericho missiles with weapons of 
mass destruction. 

But to the contrary, many experts, including Paul 
Warlike, the former director of the U.S. Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency, claim that the Israelis are already on 
record as having deployed nuclear weapons under battle- 
Held conditions, specifically during the 1973 war. At that 
time the Israelis are believed to have had around 20 such 
weapons, according to American investigative journalist 
Seymour Hersh. Today the Israelis may have as many as 200 
weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear-tipped 
missiles. 

Thus the underlying assumption which permits Western 
governments to overlook the Israeli programme even as they 
clamp down on other states in the region — that the Israelis 
can be trusted to behave responsibly with such weapons — 
needs to be challenged more fundamentally. 

The road taken since the 1925 Geneva protocol, which 
banned the use but not the possession of chemical weapons, 
may one day prove a helpful path from enmity towards 
greater amity in international affairs. But there are still 
some major obstacles to be removed before the Arab states 
relinquish yet another bargaining point. Regional security 
must be carefully and comprehensively constructed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FOLLOWING THE latest U.S.-led aggression on Iraq, the chief 
of staff of the French Armed Forces and the U.S. President-elect 
Bill Clinton have declared that more attacks would launched on 
Iraq, said Al Ra'i daily Saturday. The paper said that these 
statements are very serious and indicate that the war on Iraq is far 
from over and that the air raid last Wednesday was only the 
beginning of a series of acts of aggression. It is clear that the 
.Western alliance is determined to terrorise the Arabs and 
humiliate the Iraqi people at time when the T raqi territory is being 
used as arena for further acts of aggression, said the paper. It said 
that the time has come for the Arab capitals to launch contacts 
with Paris and the new U.S. administration to get clarification 
about these statements and to ask that aggression be halted. The 
Arab leaders ought to make it clear to the West than such 
aggression can by no means contribute towards the Middle East 
stability. Rivalry among the major powers, when it comes to 

threatening and terrorising the Arabs, is very serious indeed and 
could pave the ground for a total Western hegemony on the Arab 
Nation, said the paper. The Arab leaders ought to take the 
situation into consideration and take measures lo fend off the 
danger before it is too laic, tue paper. 


A COLUMNIST in Sawt Al Shaab daily discussed the possibility 
of extending the present mandate of the Lower House of 
Parliament. Saad Abu Dayyeh said that postponing the general 
elections, due in November, would be a welcome development 
for many of the deputies who will save a lot of time, cash and 
effort on the election campaign. An extension of the present 
mandate means keeping the deputies in their seats, something 
which many deputies believe would be a favour from the 
government, said the writer. If that were so. the Lower House 
would not be so effective in controlling the executive branch's 
behaviour and activities: and this in turn, would lead to a situation 
in which Parliament and government would be appearing to be on 
the same side, he added. Should the elections be postponed, the 
people will have to keep watch over the government's behaviour 
and performance in various fields, in the absence of parliamentary 
monitoring, said the writer. He said that no doubt, with an 
extension, the deputies would feel they became more mature and 
more aware of the public interest. But. he said, it is up to the 
electorate to judge whether this is what would result from such an 
extension. 


British press fights 
back against 


clampdown threat 


By Allan Barker 

Reuter 


duchess of York, frolicking top- 
less with her “financial adviser,” 


LONDON — The British press, 
one of the most vigorous and 
diverse in the world, is fighting 
with all the weapons it can muster 
to protect its freedoms from leg- 
islative curbs. 

The battle, which promises to 
be long and hard, follows a year 
of no-holds barred reporting of 
the troubles of the royal family 
and the sexual peccadilloes of a 
government minister that even- 
tually forced him out of the 
cabinet. 

A report on the press by 
Lawyer Sir David Calcutt to the 
Conservative government will not 
be published until the end of the 
month. But its key recommenda- 
tions have already been leaked 
and include a press complaints 
tribunal with statutory power to 
impose big fines on papers that 
breach a new code of conduct. 

It calls for ways to protect 
privacy with new laws against 
telephone bugging and against 
entering private property to take 
photographs using telephoto 
lenses. 

The leaks suggest the govern- 
ment recognises that traditional 
press freedom in a nation with a 
dozen national daily newspapers 
and a high readership is a hot 
potato and wants the issues fully 
aired before it makes its own 
proposals. 

Britain has no press censorship 
and no Freedom of Information 
Act, but it has an Official Secrets 
Act. and tough defamation and 
contempt-of-court laws. 

Critics say a system of self- 
regulation by the newspaper in- 
dustry. in the form of the cunent 
Press Complaints Commission, 
has failed to check invasions of 
privacy, especially by tabloid 
newspapers fighting for readers in 
cut-throat circulation wars. 

Prime Minister John Major, 
while not keen on statutory ac- 
tion, is reported likely to back 
new laws to protect privacy from 
electronic bugging and trespass 
by photographers. 

TTiis would stop such highlights 
of 1992 reporting as the notorious 
photographs of “Fergie” the 


or the transcript of a phone call 
apparently between Diana, the 
princess of Wales, and a dose 
male friend. 

Members of parliament and 
other parts of the British estab- 
lishment have been incensed by 
the sensational reporting of royal 
stories. Diana and her husband 
Prince Charles, heir to the 
throne, have now agreed to sepa- 
rate. 


But the argument for curbing 
press coverage of the royals has 
been undermined by revelations 
that some of the “intrusive” press 
stories about the marriage trou- 
bles of Diana and Charles were in 
fact planted by the royal couple. 

The book “Diana, Her True 
Story,” by Andrew Morton drew 
outraged criticism when it was 
serialised in the Sunday Times, 
but Diana is now believed to have 
cooperated with the author, at 
least through friends. 

David Mellor, the former 
national heritage secretary, once 
warned the popular press that it 
was “drinking at the last chance 
saloon” and told it to watch its 
step over intrusions of privacy. 

The tabloids caught the minis- 
ter. whose portfolio included 
media standards, in an extra- 
marital affair with a struggling 
actress and drove him from 
office. 


Senior press executives are 
angry that the threat to press 
freedom comes from a Conserva- 
tive government, which they 
helped keep in power in last 
year's election. Left-wing Labour 
governments had many com- 
plaints about press treatment in 
the 1970s but did no more than 
huff and puff about it. 

“Many people who support 
John Major and his government 
will find it simply unbelievable 
that they could even contemplate 
the kind of measures which Cal- 
cutt recommends,” commented 
the Evening Standard. “If it now 
tampers with the freedom of the 
press the break from the past will 
be derisive and devastating. Big 
brother will have been brought in 
by a Tory government." 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Al Fahek 


Good reasons pushed imports off target 


The large gap in Jordan's balance of trade was always one of die 
major structural weaknesses in the Jordanian economy, for which 
an economic adjustment programme was adopted. Therefore, the 
widening of the trade gap during 1992, resulting from a surge in 
imports, is supposed to be a cause of worry. This essential 
economic indicator obviously went sharply in the opposite 

direction. 

According 'to the programme, imports should decrease by 63 
per cent from $2*571 million in 1991 to $2,434 million in 1992. 
Instead, imports rose by 16.9 per cent, to S3 ,005 million, an 
increase of 23.5 per cent above the target. Exports also grew in 
1992 by 15 per cent, thus exceeding the target by a moderate rate 
of 63 per cent, to reach SI 302 million. Thus net deficit in the 
balance of trade rose from S1.439 million in 1991 to 51,703 million 
in 1992, which is higher than the target by $494 million- 
This is the general picture as suggested by the crude facts and 
figures. While we do not like to see this happen, we believe that it 
is not alarming. Following are some reasons why we should not 
worry: 

The first reason is that the trade deficit was the only indicator to 
go wrong. Most other economic indicators gave a positive reading 
and were far better than the targets set by the programme. 

The second reason is that part of the increase in imports took 
place to accommodate the high growth of imports, especially of 


raw materials and energy. , . 

The third* reason is that most, if not all , of the increase of 
imports was meant to accommodate new investments and capital 
formation, especially construction and new houses, the installa- 
tion of new industries, and the expansion of old ones to cope with 

a greater demand. V"., 

The fourth reason is that part of the imports represents what, 
the returnees from Kuwait brought back with them, sudi as cars, 
furniture and equipment. Such imports were brought to the 
country without having to pay for them in foreign exchange. 

Hie fifth reason is the high growth of population, coupled wrth 
a rise in the standard of living, resulting from a high growth in the 
economy, to the order of 15 per cent in current prices, or 11.7 per 
cent in real terms. 1992 was the first year in a decade when the per 
capita income has increased in constant prices. . 

The most important reason why we should not worry about the 
jump in imports is that it did not come about at the expense of the 
reserves in foreign exchange. A major pan was financed by 
expatriates* savings which were kept abroad. The fact that the 
country's reserves grew by $200 million in 1992 is an evidence that 
the imports were not in excess of our means. 

The substantial increase in imports during 1992 can be 
explained by the above-mentioned reasons, yet we should deal 
with this indicator with the utmost caution in 1993. 


A doable peace 


By Milton Vkwrst 


peace than for Mr. Clinton to 
instruct Secretary of State- 


AFTER SIX months of aimless 
meandering, followed by Israel's 
aborted deportation of 400 Isla- 
mic fundamentalists, the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks stand on the 
threshold of collapse — yet Arab- 
Israeli peace has never been clos- 


■designate Warren Christopher to 
reconvene the parties, perhaps in 


er. 


The talks desperately need the 
guidance that the U.S. promised 
at Madrid and then withdrew 
when the presidential campaign 
began. All the parties acknow- 
ledge that without strong Amer- 
ican intermediation, they will not 
reach an agreement. Bill Clinton 
as president must give the nego- 
tiations a new start. 


Though a Bush- Baker crea- 
tion, the talks are not a partisan 
issue. As U.S. foreign policy 
problems go. they are without the 
traps of Bosnia and Somalia while 
promising bigger gains. Washing- 
ton must end the risk of another 
Arab-Israeli war or a war against 
a third party with Israel and the 
Arabs on opposite sides. 

What better symbol of the con- 
tinued American commitment to 


Madrid itself? 

It is astonishing, when one 
examines the positions of the 
adversaries, how little actually 
separates them. 

Syria wants all of the Golan 
returned, and Israel concedes 
that it will have to give up some 
of it. Since the two have nearly 
identical views on security, their 
dispute is about the Syrian defini- 
tion of peace and the remaining 
sliver of territory. 

Israel contests no territory with 
Lebanon, though it occupies a 
strip along the border to keep out 
terrorists. Syria, the real power in 
Lebanon, has indicated that its 
own forces will suppress terror- 
ism if Israel withdraws as part of a 
comprehensive accord. Israel re- 
plies that, given the proper assur- 
ances, it will. 

Jordan has no real differences 
with Israel, but says it will agree 
only to a peace that includes the 
* Palestinians. The real problem is 
Israel and the Palestinians, who 
agree on five years of autonomy 


for the occupied territories but 
are far apart on the powers each 
will exercise. They also have dif- 
ferences about Jerusalem, re- 
fugees and the Israeli settle- 
ments. 

Ultimately, the Palestinians 
want nationhood, and Israel is 
not yet prepared to concede it to 
them. These disputes are serious, 
to be sure, but can they be called 
irreconcilable if no real effort has 
been made to bridge them? 

Both Arabs and Israelis have 
made dear that they do not want 
the talks to foil. 

After a half-century of war. 
they understand that peace is 
better, and they want to make a 
deal. Each, of course, wants the 
best deal it can get but is pre- 
pared to settle for less than the 
best in place of nothing at all. 

Until now, the parties have 
been playing domestic politics 
rather than looking for comprom- 
ise. They have been enemies for 
too long to make concessions 
with grace; mutual suspicion runs 
too dose to the bone. Only with 
American help will they climb 
down from their platforms to deal 
constructively with their disputes. 


The rime has got to be now. 
The present leaders — Yitzhak. 
Rabin, King Hussien. Hafez Al; 
Assad and Yasser Arafat — are- 
all committed to a settlement. . 
But they are mortal, physically 
and politically, and there are 
enemies lurking outside t heir- 
camps. Israel's blow-up with; 
Hamas illustrates how fragile the 
negotiating table actually is. 

George Bush and James Baker 
have won a place in history by. 
carrying the parties over the bar-, 
tier to face-to-face talks at Mad- 
rid. Though a year has passed,, 
the time has not been wasted^ 
Arabs and Israelis have become 
used to talking to each other, and, 
that is no small achievement. _ 

Now it is up to Bill Clinton and 
Warren Christopher to show their 
political skills by bringing the. 
negotiations to a successful end. 
Failure will mean tragedy for the 
Middle East. Peace mil be a. 
triumph for the new administra-* 
tion and for America. ~ 


77ie writer covers the Middle 
East for the New Yorker., His 
article is reprinted from the 
Washington Post. 


Rabin’s strategy for the occupied territories 




By Laura Drake 


It is believed by many that the 
election of Labour's Yitzhak 
Rabin represents a major change 
in Israel’s attitude towards the 
Palestine question and other 
aspects of the peace process, and 
that this will eventually result in 
Palestinian statehood. Others, 
however, hold that Labour and 
Likud, indeed the two Yitzhaks, 
are essentially two sides of (he 
same coin, equally dedicated to 
snuffing out what remains of the 
Palestinian national existence, 
each using their own unique tac- 
tics but both using U.S. tax- 
payers’ money to accomplish it. 


Fear of a bi-national state 


Hie most revealing aspect of 
the Labour- Likud divide lies in 
their respective means to realise 
Israel’s long-term strategic goals. 
Labour’s main differences from 
Likud's approach stem from its 
belief that the latter's policy of 
deliberate physical integration of 
the occupied territories into 
Israel would eventually have led 
to the emergence of a de facto 
bi-national state. Likud's strategy 
of flooding the territories with 
Israeli settlers was intended to 
produce a powerful settler lobby 
strong enough to prevent any 
future Israeli government, should 
it be so inclined, from ever giving 
back any part of them. The facts 
thus created on the ground would 
have become irreversible. The 
reason Labour fears the bi- 
national state is because it contra- 
dicts its conception of Israel as a 
“Jewish slate,” which must con- 
sist of a “Jewish majority” and 
possess a “Jewish character.” 

This problem leads Labour 
Zionists to eou.ite such an even- 
‘Uaniy Wii.'. ;r,c dcsiauciiort of 
Israel as they know it. Currently, 
the combined percentage of 
Arabs in the territories and in the 
pre-1967 areas of Israel is 37 per 
cent of the total. Because of the 
higher Arab birth rate, demog- 
raphers predict that an Arab 
majority will exist in the com- 
bined areas Israel now controls 
within three or four decades, and 
that the flood of Russian immig- 
rants to Israel, so desperately 
sought by Labour, will delay the 
inevitable perhaps only a decade 
longer. Therefore, however ironi- 
cally, Labour's main criticism of 
Likud is that the continuation of 
the latter's policies would have 
gradually led to the end of Israel's 
existence. Labour dove Abba 
Eban was publicly warning Israeli 
citizens of this perceived threat as 
early as 1984. 

The rationale is: had Likud's 


integrationist policies been 
allowed to continue for another 
decade or so, Israel would, at that 
point, be confronted with several 
options: 1) The de jure annexa- 
tion of the territories and the 
granting of Israeli citizenship to 
their Arab inhabitants, which 
amounts to the Formal establish- 
ment of a bi-national state; 2 ) the 
de facto incorporation of the ter- 
ritories and the continued denial 
of voting rights and other demo- 
cratic freedoms to their Arab 
inhabitants, leading to the de- 
velopment of a true apartheid 
system whereby Israeli “demo- 
cracy" is replaced by a blatantly 
totalitarian system of minority 
rule as in South Africa; 3) a 
dubious and very risky attempt at 
the forcible expulsion of most or 
all of the Arabs in the territories 
to Jordan and/or Lebanon, poss- 
ibly under the cover of another 
Israeli-initiated Arab-Israeli war. 
The expulsion could be partial, 
simply delaying the emergence of 
the Arab majority for another 
few years, or near-total, on the 
scale of the Palestinian displace- 
ment in 1947-48. In either case, 
the Palestinians themselves 
would not easily succumb to ex- 
pulsion this time; they are much 
more organised now and have 
accumulated experience with 
Israeli tactics. Nor would the 
international community tolerate 
another such action today. Israel 
would risk becoming a pariah 
state, and could face a cut-off of 
the funds that sustain it. 

In other words, of three con- 
cepts which Israel desires, it can 
have any two but not all three: 1 ) 
permanent control over the terri- 
tories. 2 ) majoritarian “democra- 
cy” 3) a Jewish state. Labour 
docs not wish Israel to ever be 
".::h such a dilemma and, 
hence, viewed Likud's creeping 
annexation as an existential time 
bomb, a road to certain disaster. 



Neutralising the damage 


This is why Labour appeals 
take on such a sense of urgency; 
now that they are in power, they 
see their mandate as containing 
and neutralising the damage 
which they perceive was done by 
Likud during the last decade and. 
a half. They are not willing, 
however, to reverse it by force; 
Mr. Rabin has already ruled out 
the idea of uprooting existing 
settlements or compelling the set- 
tlers to withdraw to the pre-1967 
boundaries. However, he has ter- 
minated some Likud-enacted in- 
centives for more Israelis to move 
to those parts of the territories 
most densely populated by 
Palestinians and might even in- 


troduce some reverse incentives 
— to induce the non-ideo logically 
motivated settlers to move out. 

In short. Mr. Rabin will try to 
discourage Israelis from taking up 
residence in what be calls “poli- 
tical” settlements, meaning those 
in close proximity to Arab 
population centres, while con- 
tinning with “security” settle- 
ments in Alon Plan areas and 
“along the lines of confronta- 
tion.” These include the Golan 
Heights, as well as a strip of land 
in the eastern West Bank along 
its border with Jordan, the areas 
in and around the already en- 
larged East Jerusalem, extending 
all the way eastward to meet the 
strip along the Jordan River, and 
a few other “strategic” West 
Bank regions. Thereby, the 
northern West Bank would be 
completely cut off from its south- 
ern part at the territory’s nar- 
rowest point — at Jerusalem and 
the land to its east — leaving 
West Bank Palestinians isolated, 
cantonised, surrounded, discon- 
nected from one another, and 
hence, physically incapable of 
any kind of meaningful indepen- 
dent existence. 


to incorporate the entire West 
Bank into Israel. Mr. Rabin’s 
favoured solution is a “separate 
peace” with Syria (which is ex- 
tremely- unlikely) while, at the 
same time, pursuing a “solution” 
for the West Bank in which the 
majority of the territory’s Palesti- 
nian population — but not the 
land itself — would be subject to 
“autonomy." It is almost incon- 
ceivable mat Mr. Rabin would 
cede a swath of West Bank terri- 
tory contiguous to Jordan to 
either Jordan or to a fully inde- 
pendent Palestinian authority 
• (which he opposes in any case), 
because his fire-line of settle- 
ments and military outposts along 
the Jordan-West Bank border 
would stand in the way of any 
such contiguity. 


ised — that centrepiece of the 
Alon Plan known as the “Jorda- 
nian option” — ceased to exist. 
Even if Mr. Rabin does not try to 
revive the Jordanian option, his 
vision does not do much for the 
Palestinians; it aims at defusing 
the Palestine question by settling 
it short of statehood, allowing 
Israel to maintain its strategic 
dominance over the West Bank 
without being required to absorb 
its inhabitants into the ' ruling 
state structure. 


Gaza, would acquire a separate, 
status, providing Israel with the 
rationale it needs to avoid integ- 
rating their Palestinian residents, 
into Israel as citizens with equal . 
rights, while at the same time/, 
preserving Israeli control over” 
their land, water and other re-j 
sources. In this way, Mr. Rabin’s, 
demographic problem would be. 
solved. “ 

To emphasise the point, Mr., 
Rabin stated earlier this year: “I 
have three principles: no to two“ 
million Palestinian citizens (of 
Israel); no to a Palestinian states 
no to a withdrawal to *67 bor- 
ders." (It must not be forgotten 
that it was Labour which initiated 
the war with the Arabs). In refer- 
ence to Mr. Rabin’s first “no”, it 
is instructive to quote the New 
York Times coverage of the 
Shamir-Rabin debate just prior 
the June 23 elections: “Chal- 
lenged by Shamir on whether his 
willingness to compromise meant 
that he was also ready to accept a 7 
Palestinian state, the opposition, -- 
leader (Rabin) sternly said no. 
But be added that be also wanted . 
some form of self-rule for Palesti- . 
nians to keep them from ever, 
becoming citizens of Israel. — 

The term “self-rule,” of. 
course, is a misleading euphem- 
ism in that is applies to the: 
Palestinian people but not to 
their land, granting them some 
“autonomy” in the conduct- of 
their own “local” affairs. (In an 
area so small in size and so great, 
in importance as the .West Bank;-* 
use of the term “local” to de- 
scribe Palestinian affairs is espe- 
dally disingenuous; everything’ is 
“national”, even the most: . 


seemingly mundane aspects of 
daily life). The term “self-’ 


Cantonised islands 


Going for a quick fix 


Mr. Rabin's short-term goal is 
the unlikely conclusion of a quick 
peace agreement, the antithesis 
of Mr. Shamir's declared inten- 
tion to drag the process out for a 
decade or more while continuing 


Labour’s hope in the past had 
been to assign the inhabitants of 
the-more densely populated por- 
tions of the West Bank to some 
form of Jordanian control at the 
local level, but the realisation of 
such a goal would now be depen- 
dent upon the alienation of the 
Palestinian peace delegation from 
their Jordanian counterparts, an 
unlikely event at this stage. Since 
the summer of 1988, when the 
Kingdom of Jordan formally re- 
nounced its quasi-sovereign in- 
terest in West Bank- affairs. 
Labour’s vision of Israel and Jor- 
dan collaborating with each other 
to prevent Palestinian national 
aspirations from ever being real- 


Mr. Rabin’s proposals assign to 
Israeli control the most crucial 
aspects of Palestinian life, name- 
ly. defence, foreign and economic 
policy, internal political security, 
and, most importantly, the natu- 
ral resources (land and water) 
which are the Palestinians' life- 
line. Hie Palestinians would be 
responsible for the policing and 
pacification of their own people 
(since the Jordanians have 
already eschewed any such role 
for themselves). And this would 
be taking place in territory not 
contiguous with any Arab coun- 
try, in two cantonised islands — 
the northern and southern West 
Bank — which- would be Com- 
pletely surrounded by Israel, just 
as Lesotho is totally surrounded 
by South Africa. The result is that 
the densely populated Arab re- 
gions m the territories, including 


determination,” on the otbeC 
hand, represents the 'Wilsonian 
cotwept of the right of every - 
nation to determine its.own fti* . 
tore in its .own country and* 
hence, has become the rccog*- 
nised label for Palestinian state*- - 
hood and political independence.. 

Mr. Rabin dearly believes iff 
“sdf-rule” as an end in. itself, not 
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as a stepping-stone on the way to 
self-determination. If. Mr. Rabhf 


chooses to handle the peace preti 
ccss Pl e way, assuming 
BakstinUm passivity which ne, 
longer exists, and trying to raise; 
'jwn-out Camp David fonnulft 
tions — such as “separate peace** . 
and “autonomy” — then his. 
attempt to rebuild good relations 
with the U.S. could still be frufi- 
trated at some time in the f g enre ; 
when America decides to press- 
ure the Israelis to negotiate in 
good faith for a real peace that is 
both just and lasting — Middle 
East International. 
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Iraq offers fresh compromise 
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(Cofltbuttd from page I) 

The' Iraqi government agreed 
Friday to allow UJN. weapons 
• inspectors to fly into Baghdad. 

. protmsmg to end one issue that 
led to bombing of southern Iraq 
oo Wednesday by U.S., British 
and French. pianes. 

However, U.N. officials said, 
the offer did not go far enough 
because the Iraqis refused to 
gaarantee the safety of the U.N. 
flights. Iraq claims the skies are 
dangerous because of allied 
flights over northern and south- 
eni to' enforce a ban on Iraqi 
aircraft flying there. 

In Camp David, Maryland, 
Mr. Bush said he was consulting 
with bis allies and the United 
Nations on the new Iraqi conn 
promise offer on U.N. flights. 

“We have no response now,** 
Mr. Bush told reporters at his 
Q iw p David retreat. “We're in- 
terested in knowing what the 
United Nation's response is.” 
“His (Aziz) offer just was 


announced and we'U just have to ! 
wait and see tow its regarded. 1 
We don't do these things un- 
ilaterally, we consult with the, 
others.” Mr. Bush said. 

Mr. Bush spoke to reporters as 
he welcomed Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney for a 
weekend at the Camp David 
presidential retreat. 

Officials at the White House, 
the Defence Department and the 
State Department — none willing 
to speak on the record — said the 
administration considered Iraq's 
response unsatisfactory. 

One Defence Department offi- 
cial said: “We reserve the right to 
strike without notice. That hasn’t 
changed any." 

Meanwhile, Iraq continued its 
harassment of allied flights pat- 
rolling over the no-fly zones. 

A senior Defence Department 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Iraq fired on 
three coalition aircraft patrolling 
’ the zones Friday. 


Fateh leaders meet on reform 


yi 


(Continued from page 1) 

the rising fundamentalist Islamic 
Resistance Movement, Hamas, in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

One source said the issue of 
Mr. Arafat's succession for the 
leadership of both Fateh and the 
PLO in case something happened 
to him is expected to be raised. 

The debate on the succession 
and the sharing in the decision- 
making process has been pushed 
by those who complain of Mr. 
Arafat's tight control over the 
PLO and its funds. 

Some critics accuse Mr. Arafat 
of using the money to buy influ- 
ence among Palestinian factions. 

There was considerable doubt 
that Mr. Arafat's critics would be 
able to put together and adequate 
challenge or to force him to form 
a collective leadership that would 
erode his power or limit his au- 
thority. 

Sources dose to the meetings 
said one issue expected to raise a 


heated debate among the mem- 
bers will be a visit made by the 
PLO Executive Committee mem- 
ber Mahmoud Abbas to Saudi 
Arabia last week. 

During his visit, Mr. Abbas 
publicly apologised to thie Saudis 
and other Gulf states for PLO 
support for Iraq during the Gulf 
crisis over Kuwait. 

The apology by Mr. Abbas, 
also a veteran leader of Fateh, 
drew critidsm fronii the move- 
ment's rank-and-file. Many mem- 
bers considered it humiliating. 

The Arab-Israeli peace talks 
and the performance of the 
Palestinian team is expected to be 
high on the meeting's agenda, 
with calls anticipated from mem- 
bers for reassessing the Palesti- 
nian participation in the dead- 
locked negotiations. . 

The Palestinians said they can- 
not go to the next round of the 
negotiation^ until more than 400 
Palestinians expelled by Israel are 
returned home. 


Evictees: Aid could prolong exile 


(Continued from page 1) 

.The statement did not elabo- 
rate on the clarifications Mr. 
Hariri sought, but it quoted him 
as telling Mr. Pfeffeiie that an 
ICRC helicopter .that would be _ 
used for the inisswn'shoaM npC 
fly over territory controlled fry" 
Lebanese government troops. 

It would fly only over Israel or 
Israel’s self-designated “security 
zone” in South Lebanon. 

Israel Friday approved the mis- 
sion, allowing the Geneva-based 
humanitarian organisation to 
bring to the group medical sup- 
plies, letters, water distillation 
tablets and legal documents to aid 
attorneys appealling the expul- 
sions. 

Israel bad previously refused to 
send aid to the men, but last week 
allowed a one-time visit to the 
camp by ICRC delegates. 

On that trip, the ICRC evacu- 
ated two men. Bassem Siyuri, 16, 
the youngest of the evictees, was 
allowed bade to his home in the 
occupied West Bank town, of 
Hebron, and Zohair Lobbadeh, 


suffering from kidney malfunc- 
tion, was hospitalised in the 
“security zone” town of Mar- 
jayoun. 

The new Israeli concession was 
apparently aimed at easing U.N. 
pressure on Israel and came after 
Foreign Minister. Shimon Peres 
met with U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Gfaali. 

Dr. Ghali had threatened to 
impose sanctions on Israel if it 
maintained its refusal to ease the 
pressure on the deportees. 

Oded Ben-Ami, spokesman for 
Israeli Prime Minister Yithzak 
Rabin, said Friday the ICRC 
relief delegation would also bring 
bade nine of 15 Palestinians, who 
Israel says were expelled in error. 

Israel has refused an ICRC 
request to evacuate seven sick 
evictees, saying these first have to 
be examined by Israeli doctors to 
determine if their lives were in 
jeopardy. 

The Israeli supreme court on 
Sunday is to bear arguments on 
the legality of the expulsions, 
presented by some of the expel- 
led men’s families. 


Relief for Bosnian Muslims blocked 


(Continu e d from page 1) 

protect Bosnian Muslims from 
Serb attacks. 

Late last year, the 01C 
threatened to break the U.N. 
embargo on former Yugoslavia 
and allow member states to deliv- 
er weapons if the United Nations 
did not act by Friday. 

However, Mr. Aksin did not 
threaten any immediate action. 

“Assistance that has beep pro- 
vided to the Bosnians has been 
sidetracked by the Serbs, confis- 
cated if you will, for their own 
use. We don’t feel that Unprofor 
(XJ.N. Protection Force) is car- 
rying out its mandate,” Mr. 
Aksm said. 

“The Security Council must 
somehow pursue this matter with 
more energy and more vigor in 
order to persuade the Serbs to be 
flexible and to be amenable to 
negotiations," he said. 

Bosnia's rebel Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic said Saturday 
he expected a tough time per- 
suading the “parliament'' to his 
setf -d ecl ared republic to endorse 
an international peace proposal 
next week. 

‘ "ft-is going to be a very hard 
time for me, a very hard time,” 
he told Reuters at his mountain 
headquarters 15 kilometres from 
Bosnia's Serb-besieged capital 
.Sarajevo. 

- “The radicals are rising up be- 
cause 1 am too moderate, I make 
too many unilateral concessions 
about prisons, about peace talks, 
about ceasefire.” 

* The remarks contrasted with 
optimism Mr. Karadzic voiced on 
Friday that his rebel state's 
assembly would embrace the 
proposal he accepted at a Geneve 
peace conference. 

He agreed Iasi Tuesday to 


accept a constitutional 
framework for a post-war Bosnia 
drawn up by international 
mediators Cyrus Vance and Lord 
Owen at peace talks in Geneva. 

The European Community has 
given the Serbs until next Tues- 
day to accept a peace package 
aimed at ending nine months of 
dvii war in Bosnia, or free U.N. 
punitive action. 

But his Vice-President Bxljana 
Plavsic has already said the Bos- 
nian Serb assembly meeting here 
next Tuesday will reject it. 

Mr. Karadzic, who has vowed 
to resign if the constitutional out- 
line is rejected, declined to name 
specific deputies or factions who 
might block it. 

Sarajevo was relatively peace- 
ful Saturday after what U.N. 
officiate said was relatively heavy 
overnight fighting in the western 
suburbs of Stup, Ilidza, Butmir 
and elsewhere. 

Bosnian President AKja Izetbe- 
govic and French Health Minister 
Bernard Kouchner were sche- 
duled to fly to the capital Satur- 
day from Zagreb. 

Elsewhere, six days of Muslim- 
Croat fighting in and around' 
Gomji Vakuf, 65 kilometres west 
of Sarajevo eased Saturday after 
the signing of a local ceasefire, 
said Croatian officials. 

With the Geneva peace talks 
next week scheduled to discuss 
the division of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina into provinces, 
fighting between Muslim and 
Croat units, nominal allies 
against the Serbs, seemed at least 
partly to be over territory. 

Although provincial bound- 
aries will not be drawn solely 
along ethnic lines, all three 
nationalities — Serbs, Croats and 
Muslims — continue laying claim 
to certain regions. 


The Iraqis aimed anti-aircraft 
artillery at two coalition aircraft 
in the south and one U.S. Air 
Force in the north, said the offi- 
cial. 

The Iraqi fire fell “well short 
out of range," the official said. 

Asked how dose U.S. forces 
came to renewing an attack 
against Iraq, the official said, 
“you can say we took one short 
step back from the brink. We're 
still on the* edge.” 

Mr. Aziz, wearing the olive- 
green uniform of the ruling Baath 
Party, accused the United States 
and its allies of constantly raising 
minor issues to misrepresent 
Iraq's record of compliance with 
Guff war ceasefire resolutions. 

“Secondary issues were put in 
the forefront of the situation de- 
liberately by die Bush administra- 
tion and its allies to confuse the 
situation and mix the cards,” he 
said. 

He listed Iraqi retrieval of 
weapons and other property in 
the territory now designated part 
of Kuwait and the issue of six 
Iraqi police posts on the Kuwaiti 
side of the demilitarised zone. 

“The main issue in the current 
confrontation is the no-fly zones. ' 
Iraq has rejected the no-fly zone 
that was imposed (in the south) 
unilaterally by the government of 
tbe United States, Britain and 
France,” he said. 

He said the same governments 
had acted aggressively against 
Iraq to impose that zone and one 
in the north — a reference. to 
Wednesday's air strikes which kil- 
led 19 people. 

“We have decided to resist the 
aggression and we are resisting it 
now by alt means, political and 
mifitaiy:*’ 

In answer to a question, he said 
Iraqi air defence missile batteries 
had orders to shoot at intruding' 
planes at will. 

Mr. Aziz said the issue of U.N. 
flights had also been used to 
distort toe situation. 

Iraq had told the U.N. it 
should temporarily halt its flights 
for safety reasons because of 
Western hostility. “A great fuss 
was created because of that am- 
ple explanation," he said. 

In Bahrain. U.N. official Doug 
England said it seemed unlikely 
that flights to Iraq would resume 
Sunday. 

Mr. England, reacting to Mr. 










Iraqi women bolding posters of 
anti-U.S. placards demonstrate in 

In Boston, Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) Director Robert 
Gates said Friday that there is no 
indication Iraq intends to honour 
U.N. resolutions that ended the 
Gulf war two years ago. 

He said Iraq has retained capa- 
bilities in all programmes of 


President Saddam Hussein and *, 
Baghdad (AFP photo) \ 

i 

weapons of mass destruction and \ 
if left unchecked, would aim forj 
full-scale resumption of the con- « 
flict. _ ; 

“There is no indication that he* 
has changed his objectives, his; 
personal style of governance orj 
his ambitions," Mr. Gates said. \ 


Iraqi children watch a civilian building in Basra, southern Iraq, hit in Wednesday’s allied air raid 


Aziz’s statement, told Reuters: 
“Based on the fact that the Iraqi 
response seemed to be condition- 
al. it seems unlikely chat every- 
thing will be resolved so we can 
fly tomorrow." 

Mr. Aziz repeatly separated 
U.N. sanctions from the dictates 
which he said were imposed on 
Iraq unilaterally by the United 
States, Britain and France. 

From the beginning, he said, 
Iraq had notified the United Na- 
tions of its concern over flying 
over the “no-fly" zone. 

A “deliberate attempt was 
made by the Bush administra- 
tion" to make it appear that Iraq 
was violating U.N. resolutions 
and challenging the will of the 
international community, he said. 

Mr. Aziz, who recently repre- 
sented Iraq at the United Na- 
tions, cited U.N. officials as 
saying Iraq had met most of its 
obligations under the Gulf war 
ceasefire. 

Given that, be said Iraq should 
be allowed to sell oil to pay for 
humanitarian aid. But he said 
that U.S. influence at the U.N. 
had undermined Iraq. 

Iraq has rejected the newly 
redrawn border which the U.N. 
Security Council endorsed in 
November. 


UNIKOM's Khabbaj said that 
the recent confrontations be- 
tween observers and Iraqis re- 
moving four silkworm missiles 
from the zone prompted a re- 
quest “two or three days ago" for 
armed peacekeeping troops. 

“The Security Council asked 
the secretary general to consider 
to send some troops to help UN- 
IKOM if needed if there is any 
trouble around here," said Mr. 
Khabbaj. 

He said American troops arriv- 
ing in Kuwait Friday and Satur- 
day would not enter the demilita- 
rised zone. 

About 750 troops have arrived 
so far, with the full contingent of 
1,100 soldiers expected by the 
end of the day. 

Their maneuvers with the 
Kuwaiti troops in the desert near 
the border is expected to deter 
any possible retaliation by Bagh- 


dad for last week’s air raids. 

Egypt called on Iraq to abide 
by the Gulf war ceasefire resolu- 
tions and avoid further tension in 
the region. 

“Egypt regrets the latest 
escalation of the situation in the 
Gulf,” Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa told reporters. 

“Egypt is keen about the unity 
of Iraq and the safety of its 
people," he said. 

He criticised what he termed 
“adventures committed by the 
Iraqi leadership which impose un- 
necessary dangere on the peo- 
ple.” 

“We call on the Iraqi lead- 
ership to abide by the Security 
Council resolutions and refrain 
from taking further measures that 
may bring more problems to the 
Iraqi people or may increase ten- 
sion in foe region," Mr. Musa 
added. 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in modem standard 
Arabic for speakers of other languages will commence on 
January 30, 1993, and will last for 16 weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet in the 
morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday-Wednesday. 
Evening classes meet three days a week: Saturday, 
Monday and Wednesday. 

Those interested, please call at the Language 
Centre for registration. 

(Registration begins on Saturday 23.1.1993) 


British Embassy 

Annual Notice To All 
British Nationals Living In Jordan 

Have you registered with the British Embassy. If you are a 
British citizen and live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain a registra- 
tion form. 

If you have registered during 1992, please confirm your 
continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as soon, 
as possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about 
any changes of address and/or telephone number. Such 
confirmation is in the interests of all British nationals in 
Jordan. 

If names are not re-registered within three months the 
Embassy will be obliged to consider that those concerned 
have left the country. The names will accordingly be 
deleted from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which 
does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan, please 
ask the British Embassy, Consular Section, about registra- 
tion formalities. 

The British Embassy is located in Abdoun, near 
the Orthodox Club. Telephone 823100. The Post 
Office Box Number Is 87. 

The Consular Section is open from Sunday until Thursday 
0830 - 1200 hours. 


VACANCIES 

A leading international optical company is in the process 
of reorganising its departments and is seeking the 
following personnel: 

1. Chief financial officer: 

The qualified candidate will possess the following creden- 
tials: 

• Five to eight years of professional experience in the 
fields of accounting, finance and the related areas in a 
large manufacturing and sales organisation. 

• The ability to establish a costing system that will identity 
major cost problems and deficiencies. 

• The ability to understand and design computer based 
accounting systems and work with EOP personnel to 
resolve associated problems. 

• The ability to work with personal computers and related 
financial software. 

• A master’s degree in accounting, finance, or business 
administration. 

• Excellent command of English: Reading, writing, and 
communication. 

2) Marketing manager: 

The qualified candidate will possess the following creden- 
tials: 

• Five to eight years of professional experience in retail, 
wholesale and international OPTICAL MARKET. 

• Knowledge of OPTICAL PRODUCTS 

• Seif-motivated, aggressive, creative, and dynamic. 

• Willingness to travel abroad and explore international 
markets. 

• A master's degree in marketing, or business adminis- 
tration. 

• Excellent command of English: Reading, writing, and 
communication. 

3) MIS manager: 

The qualified candidate wilt possess the following creden- 
tials: 

• Five to eight years of professional experience in 
systems analysis, design, development and imple- 
mentation. 

• Thorough knowledge of hardware and software re- 
quirements. ... ... .... 

• The ability to interface with other departments and 
coordinate system resources. 

• A BS degree in computer science. A master's degree in 
Management Information Systems is preferred. 

If your feel that you qualify for any of the above 
positions, please forward your Curriculum Vitae 
with a cover letter and salary requirements to 
P.O.Box 20054, Amman-Jordan. Att: Employee’s 
Affairs Dept 

Att applications will be treated with fop confidentiality. 


r 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAfS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES Al® 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR ASONS 

^^JEL. 60*676 604 69b ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 



g CROWN 

1 JJfTL EST. 
i Packing, shipping, 
■ forwarding, storage, 
1 clearing, door-to-door 
g service 





masmmm&SEms 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN-. 

* Kais DrycJean, 1 Hr. Service 
•fr Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821 656, Fax 
626163 






4 RENT a- SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Js 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[Cfren MJP-33P <ft & 00 - 11:30 daily | 

Taka away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

|TaL 681922, Amm an 

fee# Tested 

MwqiUMd/l r jjg; 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

' available 

Open Daily 12 . 30 -& 30 pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwaids 3rd circle . 


Tel;659b19 659520 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Cal! the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508' 

ARAMEXTZ 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongol fan Barboq tie for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

y 6:30 - Midnight / 



The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

UcaawaylimUUt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



THo Krisda 

AL KHA TMA BAR 
830 pan -L30 sun 


£ dr ^ Jf 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


' Oull 

J? " 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 

tram aO great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prepared by oar 
rWmg I ' fc rfc 

Open daJy for 
lunch & dinner 
Take any unices 
Jaba) AJ Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd 
Tat 667755 




Cf\ m 
Town 

^eilaurani 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammar^pow has its own. 

Where you can epjbfethe most exquisite 
Chinese and dinner. 

All chefoTrom flatting, China 

at the Hotel 

Tel. 674295 or 674i n ^ ext. 6338 


| Thq First Class Hotel in 
’ Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room-.! 



Amman - Tel 668193 — 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 























JORDAN BASKETBALL 
ROUNDUP 

By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Basketball fans should not expect any surprises in 
Sunday's matches of the first division basketball championship as Al 
Hussein play Al Abbasi and Al Ahli meet Al Jalil at Al Ahli Court, 
while Al Watani play Al Orthodox* and Al Jazirefa meet Homentmen 
at Al Ortbodoxi Court. 

Second-placed Al Orthodoxi will definitely have no problem 
defeating Al Watani, as they have mercilessly crushed all their 
opponents-except Al Ahli — by scoring over the 100 point mark 
throughout the first and second rounds of the competition which still 
has five stages to go before the top two teams, Al Ahli and 1991 
titlehokleis Al Orthodoxi, dash on Jan. 26. 

Meanwhile, Al Ahli who currently lead the standings with 18 
points after their win over Al Orthodoxi in the final of the first round, 
[wilt play Al Jalil who moved up to fifth place. 

Al Hussein — currently placed sixth as they have a postponed 
match against Al Jazirefa — are set to score an easy win over Al 
Abbasi who have lost all their matches and are practically' relegated 
unless an extraordinary miracle happens. 

Third-placed Al Jazirefa, who are well on course of capturing third 
place this season, play seventh-placed Homentmen who, like Al 
Abbasi, have nearly lost all chances of keeping their place in the First 
Division. 

In the latest matches played Friday night, Al Jazireh managed an 
82-79 win over Al Jalil. 

Jamal Buheiri, Ghaith Eimabi, and Khaled Abu Naraous, saved Al 
Jazireh of losing the match and enabled them to keep third place for 
now. The first half ended 36-36. Al Jalil put up a big effort to secure 
the win but nevertheless lost the match by a three-point difference. 

' Al Jalil, third place winners last year, have not shown their usual 
form this season and pulled out of the first match of the competition. 
However, they are now set to advance their standing after a 78-69 win 
over Al Watani earlier in the week. 

In another match, Al Watani scored a crucial 77-59 win over 
Homentmen who now have a difficult task of winning three matches 
TO avoid relegation. 

: Al Watani won the first half 35-30, but- afterwards expanded their 
lead to 49-35 thanks to the energetic efforts of playmaker Maher 
Zuhdi and Nadim Nahhas. Homentmen's Vicken Avakian, Vasken 
Ajemian and Omar Shami's efforts were to no avail as the team 
lacked concentration, eventually losing the match and the chance to 
stay among First Division teams. 

In other matches, Al Orthodoxi scored two crushing wins, 
defeating Al Abbasi 146-62 Sunday, and Homentmen 16fL58 earlier 
in the week. Al Ahli won both their matdies scoring a 94-45 win over 
Al Hussein and thrashing Al Abbasi 191-30. 

STANDINGS 


TEAM 

W 

L 

SF 

SA . 

PTs 

Al Ahli 

9 

— 

932 

451 

18 

Al Orthodoxi 

8 

1 

1222 

588 

17 

Al Jazireh 

5 

3 

656 

618 

13 

Al Watani 

4 

5 

571 

707 

13 

AJ Jail 

4 

5 

644 

644 

12 

Al Hussein 

4 

4 

654 

696 

12 

Homentmen 

1 

8 

593 

991 

10 

Al Abbasi — 9 

☆Hussein-Jazireh have a post- 
poned match. Al Jalil have pulled 
oiit of one match 

464 

1041 

9 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


.Norwich regain lead 

.LONDON (R) — Norwiph drew 1-1 wfth Coventry to regain the 
lead in the English Premier League Saturday, but Liverpool's 
loom deepened with a 2-0 defeat at Wimbledon. Chris Sutton’s 
3th minute opener for Norwich ended the club’s five-match goal 
amine in the league which began with defeat an Manchester 
United December 12. Mick Quinn equalised* for Coventry in the 
58th minute. Norwich are one point ahead of Manchester United, 
Blackburn Rovers 1-0 winners at Oldham, and Aston Villa. Goals 
by John Fashanu, a 36tth-minute penalty, and Steve Cotterill saw 
Wimbledon do the double over Liverpool, still reeling from their 
humiliating F.A. Cup defeat by Second Division Bolton in 
midweek. Nottingham Forest continued their revival with a 
second successive league win, 31-0 at home' to Chelsea, but remain 
bottom. 

f 

Johnson finishes third in 50m 

HAMILTON (R) — Sprinter Ben Johnson had bragged be might 
set a world record but didn't even win his own race while a 
strutting racewalker, American Debbi Lawrence, did set a world 
indoor record at the Hamilton Spectator Indoor Games Friday. 
Johnson, trying to recapture the world's fastest man title he 
forfeited at the 1988 Olympics because of steroid use, was left in 
the blocks and finished third behind fellow Canadian Bruny Surin 
and American Jon Drummond in the 50 metres. Surin set a 
Canadian record of 5.67 seconds. Johnson .finished in 5.73. 
Johnson, who once prided himself on being the quickest starter in 
the world, was disqualified at a meet last week for false-starting. 
Hee said then that he was just too fast for the officials, but might 
set a record here. 

Dmitrenko wins European men’s title 

HELSINKI (AP) — Dmitri Dmitrenko of Ukraine held onto his 
lead to win the men's event Friday at the European Figure 
Skating Championship. Philippe Candeloro and Eric Millot gave 
France second and third overall as they skated the top two free 
programmes of the evening. The 1992 World Junior champion 
spiced his routine with eight triple jumps which was good enough 
for him to hold onto the top position he had after Wednesday’s 
■ short programme. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAKNAH H1RSCH 
C19S2 Trauna Mkm Swmcm. me. 


GETTING THERE’S THE PROBLEM 


: Both vulnerable. South deals. 
> NORTH 

♦ 86 

9QJ642 

: 0Q$3 

♦ J 7 4 

JWEST EAST 

>♦3 ft Q 6 4 2 

9976 9K10 8 

0 10 9854 0KJ7 
'.ft A K 10 9 *832 

• SOUTH 

*. ♦ A K J 10 9 7 

OA3 

* v A 2 
*Q6 5 

'The bidding: 

.South West North East 
14 Pass 1 NT Pass 
A ft 


! Opening lead: King of ♦ 

* Handling one's entries is a tick- 
lish business. Like Alice in the Noel 
Coward song, declarer managed to 
get there, and to stay there, until the 
job was undoubtedly done. 

. With 18 high-eaxd points, mostly 
-prime, and a self-sufficient six-card 
£uit, the jump to four spades was a 
hoc expression of the value of 
South’s hand. Had there been even 


one sure entry to dummy, the con- 
tract would have been an excellent 
one. 

West led the king of dubs and 
declarer made a fine play by jetti- 
soning the queen. Since West al- 
most surely held the ace, the jack of 
clubs would then be an entry to 
dummy if three rounds of clubs 
KvBd. West continued with ace of 
dubs and another, and the first hur- 
dle was cleared when East followed 
to all three rounds. 

Declarer took advantage of the 
good fortune by running -the quean 
of hearts— had that lost to the king, 
declarer might still make the con- 
tract if the queen of tramps was 
singleto n. The eight of spades would 
be an entry to the table to allow 
South to take a diamond discard on 
the jack of hearts after clearing the 
ace. 

When the queen held, declarer 
needed just one more break— End- 
ing the quaen of spades with East. 
Declarer abandoned hearts in favor 

of liwding the wi ght of apfldfrg . nn - 

derplaying the seven from hand. 
That permitted declarer to repeat 
the spade finesse, which neutralized 
the 4-1 break. 


NBA 


ROUNDUP 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The Los 
Angeles Lakers may be trailing 
the Portland Trail Blazers in the 
standings, but you wouldn’t know 
it by looking at their record head- 
to-head. 

SedaleThreatt scored 22 points 
and Vlade Divac had 15 points 
and six Nocked shots Friday to 
lead file Lakers to a 99-96 win 
over Portland , their third victory 
over hast year’s Western Confer- 
ence champions in as many meet- 
ings this season. 

But the 19-15 Lakers, who lost 
the night before to their cros- 
stown rival Clippers, are still 316 
games behind Portland, which is 
m third place m the Pacific Divi- 
sion at 22-11. 

Way ahead of them both is 
Phoenix, the NBA's best at 25-6 
after Charles Barkley scored 31 
points, including the 15,000th 
career, to lead the Suns to a 
107-99 victory over the slumping 
Miami Heat 

The biggest rookie of them all, 
Shaquillc O'Neal, had 22 points, 
12 rebounds and four blocked 
shots to lead the Orlando Magic 
to their first-ever win at the Bos- 
ton Garden, a 113-94 triumph 
that, snapped the Celtics' seven- 
game winning streak. 

Kenny Anderson scored five of 
his 21 points in overtime to lead 
the New Jersey Nets to their third 
win in a row. 

The Sixers' Hersey Hawkins 
led all scorers with 35 points. 

The Nets pulled away to lead 
third-place Boston by two games 
but are still 1 16 games behind die 
Atlantic Division-leading New 
York Krncks, who handed the 
Dallas Mavericks their 14th suc- 
cessive loss, 107-93. 

In Chicago, Michael Jordan 
posted bis fourth triple-double of 
the season with 2o points, 12 
rebounds and 10 assists as the 
Bulls handed the Golden State 
Warriors their third successive 
loss 122-101. 

The Central Division-leading 
Brills have won three of their last 
four games and six of their last 
seven at home. 

Chris Mullin led the Warriors 
with 21 points. At Indiana, Larry 
Nance scored 19 of his 24 points 
in Cleveland’s team-record, 83- 
point second half as the Cavaliers 
rallied from a 15-point halftime 
deficit to beat the Pacers 132-120. 


Capriati upsets Sabatini, 
Sampras wins NSW Open 


SYDNEY (R) — American Jen- 
nifer Capriati set up a teenage 
final in the New South Wales 
Open tennis tournament Satur- 
day with a shock straight sets 
defeat of defending champion 
Gabriela Sabatini. 

The fourth-seeded Capriati, 
16, will play 18-ycar-old Anke 
Huber Sunday after the German 
had little trouble in defeating 
unseeded American Amy Frazier 
6-4 6-3 in an earlier semifinal. 

The talented Capriati, who can 
be frustratingly inconsistent, 
crushed Sabatini 6-4 6-2, playing 
sizzling tennis in the second se.t 
after both women had struggled 
in a first sec which produced five 
breaks of serve. 

Sabatini ’s service let her down 
badly. She sent down seven dou- 
ble faults, lost three service 
games in each set and won only 
50 per cent of her first serves. 

The hard-hitting Capriati, who 
has gained confidence during the 
tournament, pounced on a series 
of short serves, dominating rallies 
as the Argentinian chased to re- 
trieve. 

Capriati, who broke Sabatini's 
serve at the start of both sets, said 
she ranked the win as among the 
best in her career and said it 
should put her in the right mood 
for next week's Australian Open, 
the year's first Grand Slam event. 

M I just tried to play my game 
and not let her move me or let her 
play her game, coming into the 
net and volleying,” seventh- 
ranked Capriati told reporters. 

Capriati used the net to unset- 
tle her opponent, particularly on 
Sabatini’s service. 

Sabatini said she was not that . 
unhappy about her service and 
felt that Capriati had simply out- 
played her. “I thought she played 
a very good match,” Sabatini 
said. 

‘T think she has got a lot more 
mature and I think this is what 
she needed in her game,” the 
world number three told repor- 
ters. 

Huber, who Friday beat world 
number four Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario in the quarter-finals, 
proved too strong for Frazier in 
the first semi-final. 



Jennifer Capriati 

The fifth-seeded Huber, who 
like Capriati has still to play to 
her full potential, was happy that- 
she had found consistency and 
rhythm so quickly at the begin- 
ning of the season, after a lengthy 
layoff. 

It will be the llth-ranked Huber’s first 
final since winning FDderrtadt in October 
1991 and the big-hitting player pot her 
improvement down to greater physical 
strength. 

Meanwhile, Pete Sampras, de- 
sperate to show that his sole 
Grand Slam win in 1990 was no 
fluke, served a warning to the two 
tennis top guns with a straight 
sets win over Thomas Muster in 
the New South Wales Open final. 

The world number three, who 
has been in superb touch all 
week, beat the Austrian 7-6 6-1. 
playing almost flawless tennis in 
the second set to win the curtain- 
raiser to next week’s Australian 
Open, the year’s first Grand Slam 
event. 

Muster, the seventh seed, had 
a sniff of a chance against the 
young American in an enthralling 
first set in the $535,000 tourna- 


ment when he bad a set point in 
the tie-break at 7-6. 

But the cool Sampras saved the 
point and finally took the set at 
9-7 with a searing forehand drive 
down the line. 

The super-fit Muster ran, 
chased and scrambled for every 
ball in the second set despite the 
scorching heat but Sampras, with 
his serve working brilliantly, 
.dominated the net and put away a 
series of winners. 

Sampras, who won five tourna- 
ments last year but has failed to 
win a Grand Slam event since the 
United States Open, now has his 
sights on the wond’s top two, Jim 
Courier and stefan Ed berg. 

‘T am going into the . Open 
pretty confident and we will see 
what happens,” be told reporters. 
“I think I am playing better and 
better." 

But Sampras was typically 
modest about his form in the 
match. “I don’t think I played 
great tennis this week but I play- 
ed sharp tennis and just hap- 
pened to win the tournament, 
be said. 


Maradona and Argentina inseparable — Ardiles 


LONDON (R) — Argentina and 
Diego Maradona need each other 
to make it back to fhe.top^ 
according to his compatriot 
Osvaldo Ardiles.' 

This is a crunch year for both 
with national coach AJfio Basile 
preparing a side for the World 
Cup qualifying rounds in August 
and September. 

Basfle is giving Maradona his 
first international match for 2 Vi 
years in the prestige friendly 
against Brazil in Buenos Aires 
next month- 

"Sevilla is not a sufficiently big 
club for Maradona to be able to 
become the world number one 
again with them,” said Ardiles, 
who won the World Cup with 
Argentina in 1978. 

"But It is possible with the 
national team. I think that's 
Diego's thinking. 

“l don't think anyone has been 
away from football as long as 


Diego,” stud Ardiles, who played 
with Maradona when Argentina 
defended their' first world title in 
the 1982 World Cup in Spain.'. 

But “he has this enormous' 
talent. I’ve seen him do incredi- 
ble things when less than half fit,” 

And with football a team 
game, Maradona has the advan- 
tage of support from a national 
side unbeaten in 23 matdies since 
the 1990 World Cup final, his last 
match for his country when be 
won a national record 79th cap. 

Maradona, who reached the 
summit when be led Argentina to 
World Cup triumpth in Mexico in 
1986, has struggled at Spanish 
first division Sevilla since he 
joined them from Italy’s Napoli 
in late September, a month be- 
fore bis 32nd birthday. 

He was out of the game for 1 Vz 
years because of a' 15-month 
worldwide ban for doping. 

Ardiles doubts that Argentina, 


despite their impressive form 
under Blsile, could win the-, 
World Cup in. the United States 
next year without Maradona. 

. “I don't think they are strong 
enough (for that), but they could 
do it with Maradona,” said 
Ardiles, who watched Basile's 
side come from two goals down to 
snatch a draw against England at 
Wembley in May 1991. 

Argentina, who defend their 
South American title in the Copa 
America in Ecuador in mid-year, 
must get through tough World 
Cup qualifying matches against 
Colombia, Peru and Paraguay. 

“Qualifying is going to be very 
hard. Some of those matches 
(away) are real battles.” said 
Ardiles, who was never involved 
in World Cup qualifying ties. 

Ardiles, who won the world 
crown with Argentina when they 
were hosts in 1978 and went to 
the 1982 tournament in Spain 


without them having to qualify 
Jjecause j^hey were holders, 
;&dded: . -jus."'* ,• • 

“I hope they do it, but it 
doesn’t look easy.” 

The 40-year-old Ardiles said he 
only realised the importance of 
managers and, in particular, 
Cesar Menotti for the Argentina 
side of 1978, when he became one 
himself. 

“Menotti won the 1978 World 
Cup more than the players.” said 
Ardiles, who went into manage- 
ment at second division Swindon 
in 1989 after ending an illustrious 
playing career in England. 

At the time he said his ambi- 
tion was eventually to coach 
Argentina, but he felt that now, 
working outside bis country, his 
chances were very limited. 

He added, however, that 
"training the national team of 
your country and winning the 
World Cup is the ultimate.” 


DID BEETHOVEN 
EVER PLAY 
‘‘JINGLE BELLS"? 


HE PRO0ABLY THOUGHT 
HE WAS TOO GOOD TO 
PLAVJWaE BELLS" 

n 




IF I HAD BEEN 
THERE. I WOULC? 
HAVE 5AIP/HEY. 
LUDWIG, PLAY 
'JINGLE BELLS'!" 



Andy Capp 



—X VWASJUS1 
VsGNDERING. 
PET-DOVOU 
FEBL7HESWVVE . 
A0CXJTMENOWX 
AS IVHEN WE^Cj 


GOr/VIARRI£D?J 



WELL/ LET*B PUT IT 
THIS WAV -I f=EH_ 
THE SAME ABOUT 
■you NOW AS X DIP 
"THE WBEKAF77ER 
WE GOTMARWED 




Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 17, 1993 

By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: To- 
day’s forecast reveals one that’s 
fine for communicating, especially 
ideas or abstract concepts, and 
philosophies can now be drafted 
with ease. Where agreements are 
established remain realistic. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Do 
nodiing that can cause one in a 
prominent position to look askance 
at your activities but tonight you 
can have a fine time with progres- 
sive friends. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
on the lookout for - practical new 
ways to be more successful and 
don’t secretly try a new method 
while tonight surprise happiness is 
yours. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don’t allow a tiresome obligation 
to keep you from getting oft with a 
good friend to gain some personal 
goals while tonight the social whirl 
k exciting. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 IQ 
July 21) An associate can keep you 
’from some worldly activity that is 
helpful to your best interests if you 
permit while tonight go out on the 
town. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
wrong sense of duty at work can 
keep you from accepting some new 
and important benefit so be wide 
awake to change, tonight meet a 
new associate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Practical and pleasant interests 


now can collide headon for you so 
plan money mid tasks so that you 
have each on a common sense oasis 
'for the future. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A contest between a family 
member and an outside associate 
should not now be permitted to 
engross you time but be fair to 
each ones standpomL 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You need to apply yourself 
in concentrate fashion in your 
work while you are doing it despite 
a restlessness to be off to some new 
activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Practical business 
matters and mental creative ideas 
via for top priority with you today 
and both are important so be effi- 
cient with them. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 . to 
January 20) You and members of 
your own household are not apt tc 
see eye to eye today so make a 
point ro wait until later in the day 
before you get together. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Don’t let a private concern 
keep you from getting out and 
accomplishing matters which you 
have not been able to get in before 
this time. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Nftrch 
20) You would be wise to budget 
your assets and your personal ex- 
penses so you will be able to make 
them work in greater harmony in 
the days ahead. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘How can I forgive and forget when 
forgiving makes me remember 
what i want to forget?!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME ■ 
~ by-Henri Amotd~-~ • - 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


SETTY 


T_m 

r' S 


B < • 


RUHYR I 





u 

MM 

OLC 





DINKLY 


:jtxi 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GNOME BIRCH UNCOIL PEOPLE 
Answer Thai mutt's favorite operatic composer— 
"POOCH -IN!" 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Tableland 
SStageUem 
9 Fernando or 
Lorenzo 
T4 Upon 
15 Jacob's son 
18 wtth Judy- 

17 Ginger cookie 

18 Last word 

19 Private 
instructor 

20 How to use mini 

23 Med. subj- 

24 — deco 

25 Nautical caR 

28 River to the EK» 
31 Poet Teastiale 
35 Tumults 
37 Bellow 

39 Gods: Lst. 

40 Honey anti dan? 

43 Leftover 

44 BUcal weed 

45 Parchment 

46 Belgian twer 
48 "Auto Lang — " 
SC “Steppen w off* 

author 

51 Tokyo, formerly 

53 Penman ot 

"Cheers” 

55 TV program for 
BitafopM? 

53 Israel's Me* 

64 Christmas carol 
85 Hawaiian city 
66 Sieve or Woody 
67Vee*hentfe 

68 Cheese type 

69 Row pioneer 

70 Moistens 
-71 Fashion 

DOWN 

1 Sailing need 

2 SJcflian volcano 

3 Sop 

4Conciiiaior 
5 Rio de la — 

8 Far ofl 

7 Baking unit * 

8 Beer measure 

9 Subsequently 

10 Grown-ups 

11 — Herf 






a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 

r 






BISK Intern MM* SvrwcM. Me. 
MAfruftnantf 


12 Unit of maser 

13 Certain 
European 

21 Purpose 

22 Heckle 

25 Perth —.New 
Jersey 

26 Swerves 

27 winged 

29 verdant 

30 Dewn goddess 

32 Firewel 

33 FBm spoofs 

34 Usher's domain 
36 Summer or 

«wig 
38 weahn 

41 Weep 

42 Former actor, 
Arthur — 

47 Denver 
49 Hemingway or 
Borgnina 
52 Newsuroman 
Sawyer 
5* Hawaiian 
donees 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnrann nonn nnnn 
mnnro nr3nn nnnn 
nnnrjn nnnnnnnnn 
nnnn onrcn nnonn 

nrcnmran nnncinn 

nnn non nnnn 
nnnnrannnnn < nnnn 
rcunnrc nno nnorcrc 
nnnn nnnnnnonnn 
nnnn nnrc nnn 
rcnnnnn rannnnn 
rcnnnn rcnnn unran 
nrnnrennnnn rcnnnn 
narco rcnno rcrcrcrco 
nnraa nnnn nnraran 


55MWOOT1 
58 Grand slain 
57 Fashion 
magazine 
58NbbfB 


59 Left 

60 Opera 
heroim 

61 Dross 

62 volume 






» 


: * 


¥ ' 





[ji-w.-tiaar-'i MI* 
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Economist urges new investment 
strategy in southern Africa 


HARARE (R)— A leading Zim- 
babwean economist has urged 
soiitfaen! Africa to pursue policies 
(bat attract foreign investment, 
saying socialism m parts of the 
region had frightened many in- 
vestors sway in the 2980s. 

Professor Tony Hawkins of the 
University of Zimbabwe said 
there' was need for “new 
strategies ... aimed at integrating 


the region with the world eco- 
nomy, thereby reversing the 
19&)s process of marginalisa- 
tion." 

United Nations figures show dm ia 
the 1980s, southern Africa's share 
of global investment was less than 
0.2 per cent 

Ware in Angola, Mozambique 
and Namibia, the socialist poli- 
cies of Zimbabwe and Zambia 


and apartheid in South Africa, 
made the region unattractive to 
investors, be said. 

"Zimbabwe's post- 
independence experience (with 
socialism in the first 10 years oif 
blade majority rule up to 2990) is 
a case study of bow to manage 
economic growth,'’ Mr. Hawkins 
said at a regional economic con- 
ference. 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


In 


Cairo Amman Bank 

IUL Potior in I t p niMinnrt l Mariuts 


Currency 

New y& tfc- 
Ctote 

DBlr 14/1/93 

New Yolk 

.Cfwe 

15/1/93 

Slating Pound ' 

1.5375 

1.5312 

Dralsrbe Mark 

1.6245 

I. 6355 

Swiss Franc 

1.4650 

1.4970 

French Franc 

5.5030 

5.5290 

Japanese Yen 

125.65 

126.05 

European Camay Uoil 

1.2109** 

1.2010 


EnrapnD Opnk* *r Uii 


76/1/43 


[Cummy 

J MTH 

3 Mins 

6 MTHS 


mm." 

2.93 

3.00 

3.25 

3.56 

Scarfing Pound 

7 .00 

6.93 

6.63 

6.56 

Deutsche Mark 

6.50 

6.3 1 

7.66 

7.36 

Swiss Franc 

t 

5.5 0 

5.50 

5.43 

5.16 

French Franc 

11.75 

11.37 

10.43 

9.25 

Japanese Yen 

3.61 

3.65 

3.53 

3.43 

European Currency Unit 

10.06 

10.06 

9.66 

6.93 


hn rt wh hid rain E me MWi< runhq l -S. IWbn IMMHar eqmknL 

■= 16/1/93 


Metal 



Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

CoM 

327.95 

6.45 

Silver 

3. 67 

.060 


■ 2i Km 

ttwral Bulk of Jordan Eutangn Kata Mfacin 


76/J/93 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

UJS. Dollar 

0.639 

0.691 

Storting Pound •- 

1.0541 

1.0594 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4210 

0.42 31 

Swiss Franc 

0.4596 

0.4621 

French Franc 

0.1245 

0.1251 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5465 

0.5492 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3744 

0.3763 

Swedish Krona 

0.0947 

inbssjbii 

Italian Lira* 

0.0456 

0.0460 

Belgian Franc 

0.02045 

0.0205 5 


fVr IN 


s 16/1/93 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7970 

1.6160 

Lebanese lira" 


■ | 

Sandi Rival 


0.1845 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2350 

2.2900 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1666 

0.T230 


0.2000 

0.2750 

Omani Riyal 

1.7560 

7.7750 

UAE Dirham 

0.1666 

0.1660 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3115 

0.3200 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4100 

1.4350 


Wr IN 


CAB Indkw for Abiwii Hmwdal HvkM 


U.S. to cut 
some loans 
to Jamaica, 
Argentina 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States has agreed to re- 
duce the debt owed by Argentina 
and Jamaica under foreign assist- 
ance lending p rogram mes, the 
Treasury Department announced 
Friday. The agreement was part 
of the programme called “enter- 
prise for the Americas Initia- 
tive,'’ designed to help economic 
and structural changes in central, 
and south America. The' 
announcement also said the Un- 
ited States expects to enter into 
an Americas framework agree- 
ment with both governments, 
which would provide that interest 
on the remaining debt be paid in 
local currency. The Treasury said 
Argentina's foreign assistance 
debt was reduced by 10 per cent 
from approximately $38.1 million 
to $343 million. If a framework 
agreement is readied, about $3.1 
million in local currency would be 
generated over 15 years for en- 
vironmental hud child develop- 
ment projects. The announce- 
ment said Jamaica’s foreign 
assistance debt was reduced by 70 
per cent from $134.4 million to 
about $40.3 million. Assuming 
the framework pact is reached, 
about $123 million in local cur- 
rency would be generated over 20 
years for environmental and child 
development projects. 


Automobiles 
Peugeot 
plans to cut 
nearly 2,600 
jobs in ’93 

PARIS (AP) — Anticipating a 
deefine in European car sales in 
1993, Automobiles Peugeot SA 
will cut 2*597 jobs at four of its 
factories tins year, the French 
automaker has said. 

The job cuts will help Peugeot 
deal with an expected 43 per cent 
decrease in European car sales in 
1993 and to pureue its annual 
objective of a 12 per cent gain in 
productivity, a Peugeot spokes- 
man said. 

Automobiles Peugeot is one of 
the a»tn manufacturing divisions 
of PSA Peugeot Citroen. 

The French auto market is ex- 
pected to be flat or to show a 
slight decline in 1993, but 
Peugeot executives say the Ger- 
man market could shrink by as 
much as 10 per cent compared 
with 1991. 

The plan to trim Peugeot's 
workforce of 55,000 will be pre- 
sented to a meeting of manage- 
ment and labour representatives 
Wednesday. 

The plan calls for 1,636 work- 
ers to take early retirement and 
for^a further 961 to be laid off. 

Registration of care made by 
Automobiles Peugeot and its sis- 
ter car division, Automobiles Cit- 
roen, nevertheless surged by 26 
pea* cent in France in December, 
said tiie spokesman. 

Registrations rose to 67,141 
compared with the same month a 
year earlier. 

The sharp increase chiefly re- 
flects government incentives that 
allowed I mt 1 buyers to save 2,000 
francs ($377) if they bought acar 
whh an environ mentally friendly 
catalytic converter. 

The Peugeot group's share of 
the French market increased 
slightly to 303 pm cent in De- 
cember from 30 per cent a year 
before. December’s sales per- 
formance reverses a string of 
negative results by the group in 
previous months. 


Index 

6/1/93 «■* 

13/7/93 t-Tnw 

All-Share 

779.52 

780.49 

Banking Sector 

129.24 

130.73 

insurance Sector 

196.70 

197.32 


246.22 

247.46 

[Services Sector 

252.91 

246.29 
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663170 
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cokfmr's na 

TRADING 

PREP. 

OPEN IMG 

CLDCIXJBO 


VOLUME 

CLOSING 

PRICE 



JO 

ma 




>«3,24S 

130.000 

130.000 

130.000 


211.456 

4-660 

4.730 



3,041 

22-500 

22.400 

22.400 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BIUCK 

33B.236 

3.840 

4.000 


THE BOOSTJW BAN* 

J U.207 

3.930 


4.070 


7,487 

2.300 

2.390 



1,020,938 

4.000 




107,733 

3.820 

3.830 


dniok oiwx ran savxw 6 investment 

33,446 

3-870 



BDSUfKQQ BASK 

24,989 

3.320 



jcHDaa mvESTWarr s fikjwcE BMC 

59,983 

5.100 




34,594 

5-560 




90,049 

1.870 

1.900 


JUU1BXJUC SEWS USBUBJiBC* 

25.166 

3.000 




3,650 




JORDAN PHEESCH ZMSnRKHCE 

42,271 

3.040 




3,700 




BOW LAND INSURANCE 

2,107 

2.B70 

3.010 



563 

3.700 



NUB Lin 6 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

16,539 

3.300 



AL-MISR AL-ARABX IMIMNKS 

328 

4.550 




151,088 





15.4B4 

1.000 




6,124 





242,336 

4.590 




207,478 

1.800 



JOBD3S5 COLT IBM. ESTATE ISVESTHDCT 

28,326 

0.920 



PETRA ENTRPKJSES 6 HUDIPHEHTS LEAS UK 

15,220 




.Tortnwa nrmntATioHAL trad no ceutxh 

460 




MACniMARY BQOZF. RENTIKa t H&XNTEHU1CX 

130,410 




touted wmnm east a commodore terms 

34,401 




THE JORDAN CEHBNT FACTORIES 

46.227 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE mmes 






766 





71,386 





330 

6.350 




3,726 

2.970 



THE IHDaSTHXAX, COMfBHCUU. A AGRICULTURAL 

100,550 




THE JOPI1A* WMtflTBD KILLS 

190,874 

10.500 



ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL HAIIBFACIORIIK 

222,305 





5,105 


6-460 



1,905 

2.530 




84,830 

3.620 




36,993 

4.830 




25,273 

24.900 




76,420 

3.320 




920 

3-600 




37,650 

0.840 




246,867 

11.280 

11.620 



180,529 

3.270 




394,274 

12.300 

12.900 

12.600 


5,395 

1.190 



ARAB PAPER C05WERTTNG 6 TRADING 

121,723 





31,886 





79,583 

5.860 

6.910 


NATIONAL IITDUSTHIKS 

17,690 

1.000 




91,053 

3.890 




333.142 

3.220 




46.648 

14.260 




1.088 

4.300 

4.350 

4.350 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES C HATCH/ JHKO 

29,251 

1-530 

1.570 


JORDAN PRECAST COP CRETE XKHSTRX 

31,561 


0.720 


RATIONAL CABLE t BIBS MANUFACTURING 

1,083,281 




Jordan sDLPBo-ommcALe 

13,835 

4.840 



ARAB OUTER TOR PH&HM. 6 CBHXCRLS 

196,998 

4.610 



JORDAN IOTKA1T CO. PDR JWRI. 6 FOOD PROD. 

155,416 

2.030 



DNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

178,314 

5.790 

5.820 


ORABD TOTAL 

7,145,078 
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[ TRADING VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET 

i 3D 

114989 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 




Keym Costner.aiid -Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Show* I Ifc30, 3:15. 6:00. &30, 1030 
Free Car Parking 

* 1 Tel: 675571' 

MabH A1 Mashiai Theatre 


Cinema Tel: 634144X 

PHILADELPHIA \ \ 


Harley Davidson and the Marlboro Man 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 

Th. + Ft. special show for children a l 11:00 

The Fox And The Hound 


\ /~ ~ Tel: 625155\ 

/ AHLAN THEATRE 




Tuesday January 6th marks the opening 
of the new theatre season presenting: 

pa md— inn im n fT«*a w ft i l m ir H 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open an day 


“Welcome New World Order” 

Play will reappear in a new presentation on 
Jan. 25, 1993 foltowing the theatre's holiday 
Happy- New Year 






U.S. faces host of economic 
troubles as Clinton takes over 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President-elect Bill Clinton Has 
promised to focus like a laser on 
the economy but his beam will 
have to be broad-based it he’s to 
take in all the difficulties the 
United States faces. 

Some of the problems, such as 
lagging U.S. investment in new 
factories and equipment, have 
been around for years. 

Others are of more recent vin- 
tage, and most notably include a 
bestant economic expansion that 
has failed to generate ranch in the 
way of new jobs. 

It’s not going to be easy, but 
Mr. Clinton realises he doesn't 
have much choice. 

Although he's riding high in 
the opinion perils right now, that 
support could ebb away quite 
quickly if be doesn't deliver the 
goods on the economy — a fact 
Shat Presiden: George Bosh 
found to his cost last year. 

Among the welter of economic 
■problems that Mr. Clinton will 
face after be takes office on Jan. 
20 are: 

— Slow jobs growth 

Although the economy has 
been expanding for six straight 
quarters, it has not risen fast 
enough to generate many new 
jobs. Only a little over half a 


million jobs have been created in 
this upturn. That compares with 
some 3-!£ million at this point in 
past recoveries. 

Mr. Clinton is weighing a 
short-term economic stimulus 
plan to try to jolt the economy 
onto a higher growth path. But to 
have any impact, it would have to 
increase the budget deficit — the 
number two economic problem 
facing the president-elect. 


— Budget deficit 

Mr. Clinton promised during 
the election campaign to cut the 
$300 billion deficit in half in four 
years. But recently he's shied 
away from that pledge as new 
deficit forecasts have made that 
task even more daunting. 

To come even close to achiev- 
ing that goal, Mr. Clinton will 
probably have to drop another of 
his campaign promises — a $60 
trillion, four-year tax cut for the 
middle class. He may even need 
to raise some taxes that will hurt 
the middle class — such as that on 
petrol. 

But to really come to grips with 
the deficit problem, Mr. Clinton 
will have to rein in the escalating 
costs of U.S. government health 
care programmes. 


— Health care reform 

Government, business and pri- 
vate spending on health care has 
more than doubled in the past 25 
years and is gobbling up valuable 
resources that could be put to 
better use elsewhere. The system 
now lacks any effective cost con- 
trol and doesn't even cover 36 
million people. 

Mr. Clinton plans to tackle the 
problem by setting an overall 
health care budget for the coun- 
try and by instituting cost controls 
on doctor and hospital charges. 
That should free up money for 
other uses and help make Amer- 
ica more competitive. 

— Competitiveness 

The United States is being out- 
invested by its trade competitors 
overseas and that bodes ill for its 
ability to compete in the future. 
Too much money is being spent 
for instant gratification and con- 
sumption and not enough is being 
squirreled away for the future. 

Mr. Clinton has promised to 
spend $20 billion of federal 
money annually over the next 
four years rebuilding America’s 
roads, highways and bridges and 
investing in the technologies of 
the future. He's also pledged 


more money for worker training 
and promised an investment tax 
credit for business — ambitious 
goals given the size of the deficit. 

— Trade 

U.S. exports have been one of 
the few bnght spots in America's 
economic outlook over the past 
two years. Mr. Clinton has said 
he is in favour of free trade but 
wants it to be fair and be will have 
to flesh out exactly what he 
means with specific decisions 
soon after he takes office. 

Mr. Clin ton has backed the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement with Mexico and 
Canada but has said he wants to 
negotiate side pacts with Mexico 
to protect worker rights and the 
environment. He also must de- 
cide whether to push the global 
trade reform talks going on in 
Geneva for almost seven years. 

“America has a lot of problems 
today, which are beyond the 
reach of the president alone.” 
Mr. Clinton said this week, sum- 
ming up the difficulties he faces. 
“If we're going to be a high 
growth, high opportunity country 
... w «nust invest more. We must 
educate better. Some of that has 
to be done at every workplace in 
America.” 


Taiwan passes landmark trade law 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan has pas- 
sed a landmark trade law commit- 
ting the island to continue open- 
ing its markets while giving it 
legal authority to impose trade 
sanctions against other countries, 
officials sard Friday. 

The law, passed by parliament 
late Thursday, will aid Taiwan's 
application for membership in the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT), the officials 
said. 

“Our trade law is designed to 
satisfy the spirit of GATT and 
bring us into line with interna- 
tional trade practices,” said Hsu 
Chao-Ling, deputy director- 
general of the Board of Foreign 
Trade (BOFT> 

The 37-article law, the first 
omnibus trade measure passed 
since Taiwan's nationalist govern- 
ment took power over four de- 
cades ago, formally commits the 
island to free trade principles, 
though it does not mandate speci- 
fic reforms. 

It calls for trade sanctions, such 
as punitive tariffs and a tempor- 
ary ban on imports, against coun- 
tries found guilty of dumping 
their products or violating recip- 
rocal agreements. Taiwan must 
seek negotiations before impos- 
ing any sanctions. 

The legislation is similar to 
section 301 of the U.S. trade law. 
which Washington has used to 


threaten retaliation against 
Taiwan during trade disputes, 
officials said. 

The law obeys GATT rules but 
will provide Taiwan with an im- 
portant bargaining chip when it 
holds trade negotiations with 
other countries, BOFT Director- 
General Sheu Ke-Sheng told the 
semi-official Central News Agen- 
cy. 

In the past, Taiwan has acted in 
trade dispute using a host of 
sometimes conflicting rules and 
decrees. Last month it slapped an 
anti-dumping tax on imports from 
Japan of a chemical used to 
bleach textiles — its first such 
duty since 1984. 

TTie island, one of the world’s 
15 biggest trading economies, 
with trade totalling $154 billion 
last year, applied to join GATT 
m 1990. 

The world trade body began 
formally considering Taiwan's ap- 
plication last September, and 
Taiwanese officials have said they 
hope to gain membership as early 
as this year. 

The law also reduces govern- 
ment levies of 0.15 per cent on 
importers and 0.0625 per cent on 
exporters to a common 0.05 per 
cent of the value of goods traded. 
Proceeds from the levy are used 
to promote Taiwan's foreign 
trade. 


Soap ration 


Havana consumers 

HAVANA (R) — Havana’s hard-pressed residents, already making 
do with reduced supplies of sugar and eggs this month, are now being 
$sked to accept a temporary sharp cutback in their soap ration. 

A spokesman for Havana's Provisional Directorate of Retail Trade 
said Friday that existing supplies of “Jabon de Lavar" — an on scented 
bar of soap used for Washington clothes — would be distributed in 
the capita] only for children of up to two years of age. 

Previously the ration had been one bar each month per person, 
independent of age. Infants were now being given sole priority 
because their clothes and nappies needed frequent washing. 

The spokesman also said that there were no supplies of scented 
bathing soap — “Jabon de Bano" — available this month. 

Many Havana residents greeted the latest cutback with disbelief. 
“What am I going to wash clothes with?” one housewife asked. 
Detergent, also rationed, is equally in short supply. 

The spokesman said shortages in imported chemicals and raw 
materials for manufacturing soap were behind the latest ration 
cutback. “As soon as the raw materials arrive, it will be restored," he 
said. 

The measure was expected to further boost soap prices on the 
flourishing black market, on which Cubans increasingly rely. A black 
market tor of soap is now worth at least one sixth of tiie average 
monthly wage. 
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Meanwhile, Taiwan, easing 
curbs on economic ties with Chi- 
na, plans to allow makers of steel, 
cement, automobiles, petroche- 
micals and glass to invest there, 
economics ministry officials have 
said. 

Taiwanese company will be 
required to obtain Taiwan gov- 
ernment approval for each pro- 
ject, and permission will be. 
granted on a case-by-case basis, a 
ministry official said. 

“The government needs to 
screen these industries carefully. 
We will try to prevent invest- 
ments in the Chinese mainland 
that would hurt our own eco- 
nomy,” he said by telephone. 

The measure will take effect 
after final approval by the 
cabinet’s mainland affairs coun- 
cil, the official said. 

Taiwanese investment in Chi- 
na, mostly in low-end consumer 
goods industries such as textiles, 
has soared to well over $4 billion 
since political tensions between 
the rival governments began to 
ease in the late 1980s. 

But Taipei has banned heavy 
industrial projects, saying they 


could transfer too much capital 
and technology to China and hurt 
Taiwan's manufacturing base. 
Steel and chemical plants in Chi- 
na would mark a major rise in 
Taiwanese investment there. 

Hie Commercial Times news; 
paper quoted Vice-Economics 
Minister Yang Shih-Chien as 
saying the ministry would allow 
heavy industrial companies to ii> 
vest in China if they kept “their 
roots,” — the bulk of their opera- 
tions — in Taiwan. 

Taiwanese companies have 
been putting heavy pressure on 
the government to ease restric- 
tions on investment in China. 

The Formosa Plastics Group, 
the island's biggest private indust- 
rial conglomerate, last month 
proposed a tie-up with other 
Taiwanese firms to build a giant 
petrochemical processing zone 
near Shanghai. No firm plans 
have yet been made. 

Representatives of the Chinese 
and Taiwanese steel industries 
met in Taipei recently and agreed 
in principle to cooperate in pro- 
duction, sales and technology ex- 
changes, newspapers reported. 


Reforms help Vietnam 
boost rice output, exports 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam produced 21.5 million tonnes of rice last 
year, nearly 1.6 million more than in 1991, and exported more than 
1.4 million tonnes despite floods that destroyed many crops, an 
official newspaper has said. 

The Sunday Vietnam News said fanners had increased production 
by planting new high-yield rice, using more modern planting 
techniques and tapping more than one trillion dong ($100 million) in 
loans from the government. 

. Those included 600 billion dong ($60 million) in loans for fanners 
in Vietnam’s southern Mekong delta, which produced nearly 11 
million tonnes of rice in 1992. 

Vietnam, which exported 1.1 million tonnes of rice in 1991, used to 
be a rice importer. 

But government reforms in the mid-1980s that broke up old 
agricultural cooperatives and freed farmers to grow and sell their own 
produce turned Vietnam into the world's third biggest rice exporter 
by 1989. 

Vietnam produced a total of 24 million tonnes of grain in 1992, 
including rice, an increase of two million tonnes over the previous 
year, the newspaper said. 



^TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 


VILLA FOR RENTA LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 


WITHOUT FURNITURE 

Please/ 

JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 

Call/ 

Tel: 829882/829883 


Ground Floor Apartment For Rent 
Jabal Amman - 4th Circle 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, separate central heating and' 
entrance, with garden. 

Jabal Amman - 4th Circle — near Al Katmoon grocery store. 

For more Information, please call tel. 646424-846425 

from 9 a-m. - 1 p.m. and 4-6 p.m. 


Furnished House For Rent 

Spacious, centrally located house in Shmeisani 
available for rent: Six bedrooms plus a maid’s room; 
six bathrooms, extensive reception area and guest 
rooms, central heating with an air conditioning unit, 
plus telephone, carpeting and garden. Annual rent. 
If interested, please call 679107 


TAIPEI SHOPPING CENTER 

Will open on Saturday Februaiy 6th, 93 at 10:30 
a.m. 

The best place for artificial flowers and fashion 
accessories. 

Sweifieh, behind Al Istlklal Library 

WE APOLOGIZE FOR THE DELAY 
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Hindu fundamentalists unveil 
drive against Rao government 


NEW DELHI (Agency) — Indi- 
a’s right-wing Hindu Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has 
announced a nationwide cam- 
paign to paralyse die government 
over its demand to hold early 
parliamentary elections. 

BJP President Murii Manohar 
told a news conference that the 
campaign would begin with a 
rally “of more than a million 
people" in New Delhi on Feb. 25. 

The BJP wants the government 
to lift a ban imposed last month 
on three Hindu militant groups, 
including the Vistiwa Hindu 
Parishad (World Hindu Council), 
after it led a mob of zealots to raze 
a mosque in Ayodhya on Dec. 6. 

In Bombay, where at least 500 
people have been lolled in 10 
days of Hindu-Muslim riots. 
Prune Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao said Friday that India was in 
danger of breaking apart if com- 
munal hatred was allowed to fes- 
ter and spread. 

“If this country forsakes secu- 
larism it will break. I am abso- 
lutely convinced of that," Mr. 
Rao told a news conference after 
touring areas of Bombay where 
hundreds of shops, homes and 
cars were set ablaze. 

The 71 -year-old prime minister 
said India had been disfigured in 
the eyes of the world by the 
rioting that erupted after the des- 
truction of the 16th-century Babri 
Mosque. 

Mr. Joshi said the BJP’s de- 


mands include early elections in 
the four state assemblies in north- 
ern India where the Hindu par- 
ty's governments were dismissed 
following the mosque's destruc- 
tion. 

Equally important, he said, is 
permission “to build a temple to 
Lord Rama," the Hindu warrior 
god, “at the site where die mos- 
. que stood." 

The government has said it is 
setting up a trust to build a 
mosque and a Hindu temple in 
Ayodhya. The BJP says it does 
not need the government's in- 
volvement in the proposed tenth 
pie. 

Mr. Joshi said die BJP would 
call for “direct action" against the 
government if j its demands were 
not met before the rally. 

“Direct action” was a terra 
used by the Muslim League for a 
campaign before India was 
granted independence by Britain 
in 1947. Hordes of right-wing 
Muslims attacked the mainstream 
nationalist Congress Party's 
workers and government offices 
at that time, and hundreds of 
people were killed in the Hindu- 
Muslim riots that followed. 

Mr. Joshi said the BJP would 
not allow >Mr. Rao's government 
to sit easy anti] all its demands 
were fulfilled. 

He told Reuters later that the 
BJP would obstruct parliament 
when it met for its budget session 
next month. “If the government 


wants to pass the budget, it has to 
keep our demands in mind first,'' 
he said. 

Mr. Joshi said Mr. Rao's Con- 
gress Paity - government in Mahar- 
ashtra, of winch Bombay is the 
state capital, should be dismissed 
for the orgy of violence there. He 
said the Congress government in 
Gujarat state, neighbouring 
Maharashtra, should also be dis- 
missed for mishandling riots. 

“The Congress Party has total- 
ly failed to control the violence, 
and the home minister has been 
quoted as saying that foreign 
hands were involved, H Mr. Joshi 
said. “If that is the case, we want 
to know who was involved and 
why the government allowed this 
to happen and by what logic 
should it stay on in power?” 

The worst violence in Bom- 
bay's 300-year history at first 
seemed to be a reaction to the 
destruction of the Ayodhya mos- 
que. 

But the methodical persecution 
of Muslims the last two weeks 
points to the deepening power of 
Hindu fundamentalism, and the 
unscrupulous work of landshailcs 
and political operators taking 
advantage of a maelstrom. 

“The attacks on Muslims seem 
to have been meticulously plan- 
ned,” said Anand Pathwardhan, 
a Hindu film maker who ex- 
amined Hindu fundamentalism in 
an award-winning documentary. 


Court orders 
White House 
to pressure 
:Bush records! 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
federal appeals court said .Friday 
The Bush White House could 
erase electronic mail and other 
' records on its computers and 
• Those of the National Security 
’^Council, but only if backup 
' copies are made first. 

On an emergency motion by 
tiie White House, a three-judge 
, panel of the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals for the District of Col- 
umbia partly overturned^ tower 
court judge’s order. It had prohi- 
bited Mr. Bush from destroying 
material that might be stored on 
the hard disks of personal compu- 
ters in the White House. 

“Defendants may remove, de- 
lete, or alter such information as 
they see fit, so long as the in- 
formation is preserved in identic- 
al form, pending the disposition 
of this appeal,” the appeals court 
said. ; 

It said the backup tapes must 
“faithfully replicate a0 informa- 
tion removed, deleted or altered, 
including message logs, user 
directories and any other in- 
formation contained in the origin- 
al system." 

The White House said earlier it 
would hold off destroying any 
electronic records while awaiting 
a decision from the appeals court 
panel, headed by Chief Judge 
Abner Mikva. 

“We will not be destroying any 
records and we will comply with 
the court order while we appeal,” 
said Laura Melillo, a depnty 
White House press secretary. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Charles Richey Thursday re- 
jected White House claims that 
many of the electronic records 
should be erased to provide a 
“dean slate” for the incoming 
Ginton administration and not 
“disrupt the orderly transition of 
power.” 

Mr. Richey refused to lift his 
order of last week directing the 
White House and the archivist of 
the United States to take steps to 
ensure that so-called non-pres- 
idential federal records on com-, 
puters and backup tapes are pre- 
served. 


Weather-hardened spirits 
bear up to huge oil spill 


SUMBURGH, Shetland Island 
(AP) — The people of Shetland 
Island say the violent weather 
that sculpted their crag gy coast- 
line also gave them the indomit- 
able spirit to prevail over one of 
the world’s laigest oil spills. 

“Probably more than anything 
else, the weather makes us,” says 
Maurice Mullay, chief executive 
of Shetland Islands tourism. 

“We take the weather in our 
stride; it molds our character; it 
makes, us resilient. We’ve had 
knocks in the past, we will survive 
this one, too.” 

Fierce weather impaled the 
Liberian-registered tanker Braer 
on 'rocks at the bottom of a 
45-metre cliff in the Bay of,Quen- 
dale on Jan. 5. 

Surf rising to 18 metres and wind 
blasts ripped apart the 243-metre, 
vessel seven days later, and the 
remains of its 85,000-tonne cargo 
of oil oozed into the North Sea. 

Fishing grounds and bird-nest- 
ing areas were ruined. An ofly 
spray earned on stiff breezes 
tainted kilometres of farmland, 
and dirtied people and livestock. 

Authorities declared the 
emergency over 10 days later 
when the surf was almost white 
again after days of brown wash, 
and the stench of oil had faded on 
the sea breezes. 

“Levels of total Hydrocarbons that 
we are finding typically up here 


are much lower than levels than 
you would typically find in a 
London street," said Dr. Paul 
Leinster, a consultant in environ- 
mental health and hygiene. 

The first birds to be cleaned 
and treated after the oil spill, 
three female Eider ducks, were 
returned to the wild Friday. 

With the immediate disaster at 
an end, the makeshift media cen- 
tre at Sum burgh airport became a 
cafeteria again and the emergen- 
cy-control centre reverted to 
offices. 

Gone were most of the 565 
journalists who applied for passes 
to cover twice-daily news confer- 
ences. 

The invasion of media and ex- 
perts overwhelmed local hotels 
and car rental firms. Hospitable 
Shetlanders filled the gap — with- 
in six hours, usinga single phone, 
the tourist board rounded up 216 
beds in homes on the island of 
22 , 000 . 

Peter Hutchinson, a helicopter 
engineer and part-time fisher- 
man, worries about the after- 
math. “I hope Shetland isn’t for-, 
gotten about after all the writers 
and photographers go. The im- 
mediate disaster is over, but we 
have to live with this forever." 

“I think it’s some thing we can 
cope with,” said Helen Thomp- 
son. who runs a pony-trekking 
business. 



CONGREGATION: Mnsttms arrive bn trucks 
at Bangladesh's smafl industrial town of Long! for 
the ffiswa Itema (World Muslim Congregation), 
the second largest Muslim gathering after the Haj. 


Or ganise rs say two mUHoo Muslims from across 
the world are expected to join the three-day event 
winch began Saturday (AFP photo) 


AIDS cases 
estimated 
at 2.5 million 

GENEVA (AP) — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) said 
Friday the number of reported 
AIDS cases worldwide rose to 
more than 600,000 by the end of 
1992, but that the real total was 
likely four times as high. 

WHO .said about 13 million 
people had become infected with 
the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV), which leads to 
AIDS. It said there had been 
about one million new HIV infec- 
tions in the past six months. 

The U.N. health agency said 
that by the end of December, 
611,589 cases of full-blown AIDS 
had occurred since records 
started in 2981, about 10,000 
higher Chan in its last report in 
June. 

It said the United Stales re- 
ported 242,146 cases, more than 
one-third of the world's total. 
The report, submitted to WHO in 
December, contains figures 
through September. 

The centres for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention, the U.S. 
agency that monitors the disease, 
predicted Thursday that the num- 
ber of AIDS cases in the United 
Sttates would rise to more than 
half a million by 1995, with 
385.000 deaths. 

WHO reported big increases in 
the number of recorded cases in 
Africa. Itt said the Kenyan gov- 
ernment had informed it of 
31,185 cases in a report received 
in October — 22,046 cases more 
than the previous report in May 
1990. Uganda reported 34,611 
cases, up from 30.190 in its pre- 
vious report at the end of last 
year. Tanzania had 34,605 cases, 
a rise of 7,209 since July 1991. 


Kidnap girl in good spirits after dungeon ordeal 


NEW YORK (R) — A 10-year- 
old girl who had been held by a 
“family, friend" for 16 days in a 
secret dungeon covered by a con- 
crete slab was in a state of cheer- 
ful “denial” after her rescue, 
psychologists said. 

The girl, Katie Beers, was res- 
cued by police Wednesday more 
than two weeks after the 
“friend," 43-year-old John Espo- 
sito, reported her missing from a 
video arcade in the long island 
town of NesconseL 

On her release, Ms. Beers 
appeared in “surprisingly good 
spirits,” waved cheerfully and 
said “hello uncle John” to her 
captor, witnesses said. 

Police, who rescued the girl 
after Mr. Esposito confessed he 
was holding the child, said Mr. 
Esposito’s home had been meti- 
culously outfitted to hold a hos- 
tage. 


The 1.8 mctre-by-2. 1 -metre 
room under the garage contained 
its own bed, toilet ana television. 
To reach it, a portable bar had to 
be moved and a block and tackle 
used to raise the dab. 

Even though there was no way 
for her to escape, Ms. Beers was 
sometimes drained to the wall. 

Child abuse experts say they 
are not surprised at the apparent- 
ly carefree behaviour of the child, who 
underwent an ordeal most would 
consider a nightmare. 

“I have never seen a case 
where the child has not bad posi- 
tive things to say about (heir 
abusers," said Dr. Sandra Ka- 
plan, a chQd abuse expert. 

Other experts said the gjrl was 
now likely experiencing a mixture 
of shock and denial over what 
had happened to her. 

“Much of the time when you 
have suffered with someone or 
because of someone, a bond is 


formed," said psychologist 
George Meyer. 

Psychologists say Mr. Esposito, 
described by bis own lawyer as 
“obviously disturbed,” believed 
he was actually helping shield Ms. 
Beers from a troubled family life. 

His lawyers contend that Ms. 
Beers seemed happier with him 
than with her own family, 
apparently setting up a defence 
that while Mr. Esposito was 
seriously misguided, he was 
trying to help the girl. 

Mr. Esposito was being held 
on 5500,000 bail on a charge Of 
kidnapping and one attorney said 
he expected his client would also 
face child abuse charges. 

Another attorney said that Mr. 
Esposito faced a single charge pf 
kidnapping in the second degree 
and that neither the district attor- 
ney's office nor the police had 
made any official comment re- 
garding other charges. 


Arrest of top mafia boss could spark gang war 


ROME (R) — Tfie arrest df the 
mafia's “boss of bosses" may 
force the organisation to lie low 
temporarily but could spark an 
eventual war for control of lucra- 
tive drug trafficking and extortion 
rackets, experts say. 

Salvatore “Toto” Riina, 62, 
the ruthless boss believed to have 
been behind the biggest mafia 
outrages of the 1980s,. was cap- 
tured in Sicily after nearly a 
quarter of a century on the run. 

Italian police, politicians and 
judges — who have taken a bat- 
tering from the mafia for years — 
.were euphoric over the arrest of 
Italy's most wanted man. 

TTw arrest — comparable to 
last year's capture in Peru of 
Abimael Guzman, the Shining 
Path guerrilla leader who evaded 
police for 13 years — was a 
turning point in the fight against 
the mafia which has dominated 
southern Italy for decades. 

. How will Mr. Riina’s arrest 
affect the future of the crime 
organisation that was already in 
.existence when Giuseppe Gari- 


baldi's rag-tag army arrived in 
Sidly in I860 to unify Italy? 

“It is not an exaggeration to 
say that what happened today is 
historic but the. war against the 
mafia must continue for many years 
before we can daim victory, ” said 
Pino Arlacchi, a sociologist who 
is one of Italy’s leading mafia 
experts. 

Mr. Arlacchi said he believed 
the mafia would be forced to take 
a step backwards. 

For example, it may limit itself 
to attempting to infiltrate state 
institutions rather than declaring 
all-out war with spectacular 
attacks as it did under Mr. Riina’s 
reign, he told Italian television. 

Magistrates hold Mr. Riina, 
bead of the Corlconesi, dan, 
ultimately responsible for 11 
years of mafia outrages including 
the carbomb killings Of judges 
Giovanni Falcone and Paolo 
Boiselfino last year. 

Other experts, including Par- 
liamentarian Giuseppe Ayala, a 
former anti-mafia magistrate, 
said die destabilising effect of Mr. 


Riina’s arrest could lead to an 
inter-dan war for control of the 
multi-billion dollar drug traffick- 
ing and extortion rackets. 

Mr. Riiaa's arrest could leave 
the Corieonesi dan in disarray 
because his strategy of attacking 
the state was not shared by all 
members. 

The experts said tiiis could fuel 
a mafia war as other dans ded- 
mated and subjugated by the 
Corleonesi’s centralisation of 
power in Sidly seek revenge. 

“We must be very careful ab- 
out what happens in the next few 
weeks, to see whether the mafia 
reacts in a uniform way or 
whether ft will split and what kind 
of conflicts will follow,” national 
police chief Vincenzo Parisi said. 

Interior Minister Nicola Man- 
dno, asked bow the mafia might 
react to the Riina arrest, said: 
“The mafia will react as it sees 
fit... the state must remain on 
guard.” 

Mr. Riina perhaps know more 
about the mafia than any other 


boss ever arrested. If he talks, 
police win have a goldmine, of 
information. 

“It was very important that he 
was taken alive because of all the 
things he knows,” Mr. Parisi said. 

Mr. Arlacchi, the sociologist, 
said Mr. Riina could shed much 
light oa tiie links between the 
mafia and Italian politicians. ‘ 

Recently the mafia’s once im- 
penetrable wall of “omerta,” or 
code of silence, has begun to 
crack. More and more turncoats 
have come forward to cooperate 
with police. 

Mr. Mandno said two mem- 
bers of Mr. Rima’s inner circle 
were cooperating with police. 
Their testimony was causing deep 
cracks in the ‘‘cupola,’' the mafia 
“board of directors” which Mr. 
Riina headed until his arrest. 

Partly because of help from the 
so-called “pentiti,” police last 
year staged a series of successful 
operations after the Falcone and 
Borsellino killings. 

But the arrest of Mr. Riina was 
by far their biggest success. 


Russia, Ukraine move 
towards ending feuds 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russia 
and Ukraine have taken big 
strides towards defusing damag- 
ing disputes over nuclear 
weapons and Russian' oil deliver- 
ies. 

Bnt the two pant Slav nations, 
whose presidents met in Moscow 
Friday, have yet to settle a row 
over what to do about the foreign 
debt of the former Soviet Union. 

The outcome of a summit later 
this month of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS), of 
which both are key members, 
remains clouded in uncertainty. 

In a move to encourage Kiev to 
ratify the START-I treaty reduc- 
ing U.S. and former Soviet 
strategic nuclear arsenals, Rus- 
sia's Boris Yeltsin pledged secur- 
ity guarantees to Ukraine includ- 
ing protection from nuclear 
attack. 

“Russia gives a guarantee to 
preserve And safeguard the in- 
tegrity of Ukraine and its borders 
and defend it from nuclear 
attack,” Mr. Yeltsin told a Krem- 
lin news conference held jointly 
With Ukraine’s Leonid Kravchuk 
after several hoars of talks. " 

Mr. Yeltsin’s comments 
to foreshadow a formal 
nee pact under which Russia 
would extend its anti-missile de- 
fences to cover Ukraine. But the 
details of such an arrangement 
were not immediately dear. 

In turn. President Kravchuk 
said he would join the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
and reiterated a promise to sign 
START 1. 

Mr. Kravchuk and Mr. Yeltsin 
signed a joint communique pledg- 
ing to “continue efforts to reduce 
and eliminate nuclear weapons.” 

The men also agreed on oil 
exports to Ukraine and said they 
had moved closer to agreement 
on rescheduling shares of the 
foreign debt. 

The smiling leaders, who have 
met several times since the Soviet 
collapse a year ago, praised Fri- 


day's meeting. Mr. Yeltsin said 
he hoped it would “help make 
1993 the year of stabilisation, 
primarily economic, both in Rus- r 
aa and Ukraine. 

Ukraine’s insistence on com- 
pensation or security guarantees 
in return for giving up its nudear 
missiles has raised fears that ten- 
sion between the former Soviet 
republics would undo arms con- 
trol efforts. 

The statements Friday were 
aimed at reassuring the world 
that, despite the differences, 
Ukraine wants to fulfill hs prom- 
ise to become nuclear-free. 

“I am sure the Ukrainian par- 
liament will be able, in view of 
Russia's initiative guaranteeing 
our security, ... to confirm its 
previous decision concerning the 
nuclear-free status of our state,” 
Mr. Kravchuk said. 

The Ukrainian leader said he 
was ready to sign the nudear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
although he did not say when. 

In Washington, President 
George Rush asked the Senate 
Friday to ratify the' new nudear 
missile reduction treaty with Rus- 
sia, saying it represents “the cap- 
stone” of a long-term arms con- 
trol effort. 

“The START n treaty is dear- 
ly in the interests of the United 
States and represents a watershed 
in our efforts to stabilise the 
nuclear balance and further re- 
duce strategic offensive arms," 
the president said in a letter to 
the Senate. 

The treaty signed in Moscow 
Jan. 3 would reduce the two 
arsenals of long-range nudear 
weapons to about one third of 
current levels by the year 2003. 
Ail land-based, multiple-warhead 
missiles would be outlawed under 
the agreement signed with Mr.- 
Yeltsin. 

Mr. Bush said that acceptance 
of the reductions ‘‘serves as a 
dear indication of the ending of 
the cold war.” 


2 killed in 
Japan quake 

TOKYO (R) — Houses col- 
lapsed, highways caved in and 
city gas was leaking after the most 
powerful earthquake in II years 
shook northern Japan. Police said 
Saturday that two people were 
killed and more than 360 injured. 

Early Saturday, a 78-year-old 
woman died from gas poisoning 
from a mams leak in Kushiro, the 
Fadfic port on eastern Hokkaido 
bland hardest hit by the quake, 
which measured 7.5 on the open- 
ended Richter scale. 

When the quake hit Friday, a 
65-year-old Kushiro man died in 
his living room when a chandelier 
fell on him as be tried to shield bis 
invalid wife. 

Of those hurt, at least 20 were 
treated in hospital for serious 
injuries, mostly from toppled 
furniture in homes and failing 
glass shards on the streets, police 
said. 

Police warned that damage re- 
ports were conflicting. 

The focal point of the earth- 
quake, which struck at 8:06 p.m. 
(1106 GMT) Friday, was 120 
kilometres underneath the Pacific 
just offshore from Kushiro, the 
Central Meteorological Agency 
said. 

The area is a hotbed of seismic 
activity.' The last big quake in 
Japan to rate more than seven on 
Richter hit Urakawa, a coastal 
town west of Kushiro, in March 
1982. 

Friday’s jolt was felt as far 
away as Yokohama, south of 
Tokyo, or about 1,000 kilometres 
south of the Epicentre. 

A 70-metre section of a high- 
way linking Kushiro with the 
eastern tip of Hokkaido caved m 
to a depth of about seven metres, 
tossing aside four cars. * 

The motorists had a lucky 
escape, with only one person 
reported injured, police said. 

Several roads linking Kushiro 
with other parts of Hokkaido 
were severed because of land- 
slides and collapsed bridges. 

Railways were also cut in many 
places in eastern Hokkaido. 

The tremor destroyed 12 
homes in a Kushiro suburb, injur- 
ing several residents. A landslide 
engulfed one empty bouse and 
swept it over a cliff. 

Gas mains were fractured in 
several, places in Kushiro, and 
9,000 homes were without gas 
Saturday. Power lines dangled 
from poles in many streets, and 
about 1,000 homes were without 
electricity. Temperatures in Hok- 
kaido in January can fall well 
below freezing. 

Kushiro, home to one of 
Japan’s biggest deep-sea fishing 
fleets, has a population of about 
270,000. In the harbour, 900 ton- 
nes of asphalt pitch spilled into 
the water from a ruptured dock- 
side tank, city officials said. 

A huge roaring sound came 
with the violent jolts,” one 
Kushiro resident told NHK Tele- 
vision. “It was lucky we weren't 
sleeping.” 

Katsuyuki Abe of the Tokyo 
University Seismology Research 
Institute said the effects of the 


uake were not as bad as the 
reading might suggest be- 
cause the focal point was so far 
below ground. 



Clinton’s legal home — Arkansas 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President-elect Bill Clin- 
ton will declare Arkansas — not Washington — as 
his legal home while firing in the White House, a 
decision that could have save him several thousand 
dollars in income taxes, officials say. Mr. Ginton, 
a native Arkansan, said Wednesday he plans to 
return to his home state often, and will continue to 
vote there. A spokeswoman for his transition 
office said Friday that Mr. Ginton will daim 
Arkansas as his legal home. Mr. Ginton has lived 
in the Arkansas governor’s mansion for 12 of the 
last 14 years, longer than any other home in his 
life. He does not own his own home. In Washing- 
ton, people with incomes exceeding 520,000 pay 
51,400, plus 9.5 per cent of income that exceeds 

20.000, in addition to the much larger federal 
income tax. Thai would subject the Gmtons to as 
much as $18,500 in local tax on his salary, not 
including deductions. The Clintons' state tax bill 
was 512,424 in 1991. when his wife, Hillary, made 

5109.000. As Arkansas’ governor. Mr. Clinton 
made 535,000 a year, plus some honoraria. 

‘Gore role is shrinking’ 

NEW YORK (R) _ — AI Gore has been given a 
sharply reduced voice in U.S. President-elect Bill 
Gmton’s transition arrangements and faces an 
even smaller role as vice-president, an article in the 
New York Times magazine says. The article, 
reported in the New York Times Friday, says that 
while Mr. Gore and Mr. Ginton had an outwardly 
dose partnership during their presidential election 
campaign, there were strains ' that had ' to be 
smoothed over. It said there were new signs the 
relationship would not be as dose in the White 
House and that Mr. Gore was chafing at his 
diminished status. 


stay in Switzerland. Switzerland used to have one 
of the highest European rates of asylum seekers, 
who were apparently attracted by its liberal 
approach. Growing public opposition prompted 
the government to introduce new laws to tty to 
Stem the influx. 

t 

6 held in Palatine massacre 

PALATINE (AP) — Six people were being 
questioned by police Friday in the weekend mas- 
sacre of seven people at a fast-food restaurant, 
according to a news report. Palatine police refused 
to confirm the report, saying they would hoW^a 
news conference later. But WLS-TV in Chicago 
reported that six people, three men and three 
women, were taken into custody Friday at an 
apartment complex in Schaumburg, another Chi- 
cago suburb. The slaying was discovered early 
Saturday at a Brown’s Chicken and Pasta Res- 
taurant. The couple that owned the restaurant and 
five employees, including two high school stu- 
dents, were discovered shot to death. 

Tremor shakes San Francisco 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A strong earth tremor 
shook the San Francisco Bay area Friday night, 
alarming residents, but there were no immediate 
reports of injuries or damage. The tremor, lasting 
about to seconds, rattled windows and china in 
cabinets and made doors swing on their hinges in 
San Francisco. Pat Jorgenson, a spokeswoman for 
the U.S. Geological Survey, told local KCBS radio 
that the tremor, timed at 10:29 p.m. Pacific time 
(0629 GMT Saturday) measured 5.1 on the Richter 
scale. The epicentre was 12 biometres east- 
northeast of Gilroy, which lies about 50 kilometres 
south of San Jose on the Southern Calaveras Fault, 
Mr. Jorgenson said. 


Swiss cut number off asylum-seekers Bandits rape IS Kenyan schoolgirls 

NAIROBI (R) — A gang of 20 armed men raped 
15 schoolgirls when they attacked a remote secon- 
dary school in western Kenya, police said. The 
bandits, aimed with machetes and chibs, attacked 
the Hawinga girls school Thursday night and 
robbed the headmistress of 50.000 shillings (about 
$1,000). Local people said the traditional weapons 
carried by the bandits suggested they were from 
the nomadic Turkana tribe which roams large 
areas north of where the attack took place. 


BERN (AP) — The number of people seeking 
asylum in Switzerland has been cut by more than 
half since last year because of tougher restrictions 
and tiie economic downturn, authorities said Fri- 
day. The federal refugee office said 17,960 people 
applied for refugee status in 1992, down from 
41,629 in 1991. It said most were from former 
Yugoslavia, Sri Lanka and Turkey. It said 4.5 per 
cent of applicants were accepted as refugees who 
feared political persecution and were allowed to 



Pavarotti wants 
to lose weight 

PHILADELPHIA (R) — Italy’s 
great tenor Luciano Pavarotti has 
cancelled some six weeks of pub- 
lic performances beginning at the 
end of January while he tries to 
lose weight. ‘‘He’s going to 
undergo a doctor-supervised 
weight regimen. That is unfortu- 
nately something he needs to do 
and it cannot wait any longer,’ 
said harvey Rosenstcin, his agent. 
Mr. Rosenstein, who said he did 
not know the rotund tenor s cur- 
rent weight, said Mr. Pavarotti 
would go to Europe for his treat- 
ment. The singer, who is 1987 
was reported to weigh more than 
116 kilogrammes said last Octo- 
ber that he was trying to lose 
more than 45 kilogrammes. 

Unique wage — zero 

NICOSIA (R) — The Cypriot 
parliament has authorised a novel 
1993 salary for the country's 
minister of commerce and indus- 
try — nothing. Opposition leader 
Glafcos derides’ proposal to axe 
Takis Nemitsas’ entire salary 
from the 1993 budget was 
approved late Thursday, follow- 
ing allegations Mr. Nemitsas was 
involved in a number of financial 
scandals. Mr. Nemitsas told a 
radio station Friday Mr. Cler- 
ides' thinking had been muddled 
by “old age and drink.” He later 
apologised for the attack on Mr. 
derides, a leading presidential 
candidate in elections next 
month, but opposition leaders 
demanded the minister quit or be 
sacked. 


China seeks Mr. 
and Miss Peking 

PEKING (AP) — The search for 
Mr. and Miss Peking is on. As 
part of its campaign to capture 
the 2000 Summer Olympics, Chi- 
na’s capital is holding a competi- 
tion to choose the man arid 
woman who best “represent the 
Pelting people’s spirit and style 
during the reform and opening 
up,” tiie Pelting Evening News 
reported Friday. That is a refer- 
ence to supreme leader Deng 
Xiaoping's policies of opening to 
the outside world to promote 
capitalist-style economic reforms. 
Only people who are between 18 
and 30 years-old, in good health 
with regular features and in pos- 
session of a high school education 
are deemed worthy to be such a 
representative, the report said. 
And there’s no need for short 
people to apply since women 
contestants must be 1.65 metres 
tail and men 1.75 metres tall. Tie 
winner will be selected based on 
etiquette, physique and ability to 
speak English. General know- 
ledge about the Olympic Games 
counts, too. 


Convict flees 
‘cannibal escapees’ 

PEKING (R) — An escaped con- 
vict gave himself up and grassed 
on six fellow escapees ge cause he 
thought they were going to kill 
him for dinner, the Legal Daily 
said. Eight prisoners at a labour 
camp in far western Xinjiang 
province murdered four fellow 
inmates and a guard during a 
prison riot and escaped into the 
desert on Nov. 12, the newspaper 
said. Days later, police shot and 
killed one escapee and seriously 
wounded another but the rest of 
the group continued to roam the 
Torrid 2h engger Basin. The six, 
desperate for food, planned to 
kill and eat the youngest convict 
in the group, the newspaper said. 
Thinking he would be next, a 
25-year-old inmate fled in panic 
to the police who reanrested the 
lot on Nov. 16. Cannibalism . 
made the headlines recently when . 
the "New York Times reported 
that radical red guards ate politic- 
al enemies during the 1966-76 
cultural revolution. Zheng Yi, a 
dissident living in the United 
States, said as many as 100 people 
had been eaten in Guangxi pro- 
vince during the period. 


Punters bet on 
replay— 
and still lose 

WELLINGTON (R) — A bet- 
ting computer failure in New 
Zealand upset the racing adage 
that there is no such thing as a 
certainty — but still most punters, 
lost. The computer malfunction 
reported Thursday at the state- 
owned Totalisator agency board 
meant punters could bet on two 
races at the Waikato Greyhound 
Racing Chib's meeting last week- 
in Hamilton after the race had 
been run. Some eagle-eyed pun- 
ters at 11 agencies around the 
country noticed the slip-up and 
placed winning bets. Bnt 153 pun- 
ten placed bets- on losing dogs 
after the race was run. 
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